
CURRICULUM VITAE:  MARY JANE MOSSMAN 
 
A)  Name: 
 

Mary Jane Mossman 
Professor, Tenured 
Osgoode Hall Law School 

 
 
B) Degrees: 
 

B.A. (Hons.) McGill University 1967 
LL.B. Queen's University 1970 
LL.M. University of London 1971 

 
 
C) Employment History: 
 

January 1977 to present: Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Toronto, 
Canada (Tenure granted 1978-79; Associate Professor 
1977-1989; Professor of Law 1990 to present) 

1986-1987   Associate Dean 
1983-1985   Assistant Dean  
1979-1982   Clinic Funding Manager, Ontario Legal Aid Plan  (on 

leave) 
1978    Acting Director, Parkdale Community Legal Services  
September 1972 to   Faculty of Law, University of New South Wales, Sydney,   
December 1976  Australia (Tenure granted 1973; Lecturer 1972-75; Senior 

Lecturer 1976) 
September 1975 -  Special leave to complete Bar Admission Course, Ontario; 
March 1976   and Part-time faculty, Osgoode Hall Law School, York 

University 
September 1971-  Articling Student, Parkdale Community Legal Services (6  
August 1972   months); McCarthy and McCarthy, Toronto (6 months) 

 
 
D) Academic Honours: 
 

2006    Osgoode Hall Law School Teaching Excellence Award 
2004    Honorary Doctorate (LLD), Law Society of Upper Canada 
2004    Award of Excellence of the Canadian Association of Law 

Teachers 
1990    Medal of the Law Society of Upper Canada 
1988    Supporter of the Year Award, Advocacy Resource Centre 

for the Handicapped 
1987    CBAO Distinguished Service Award 



 
 
 
E) Scholarly and Professional Academic Activities 
 
 Executive and Professional Academic Activities: 
 

2003-present  Academic Consultant on Charter Litigation for Canadian Bar 
Association; 

1998-2000  Academic Consultant on Charter Litigation for LEAF  
2002-present  Director, Institute for Feminist Legal Studies 
2002-2004  Chair, Library Committee 
2000-2001  Chair, Faculty Council 
2000-2001  Board, Parkdale Community Legal Services 
1997-present  Administrative Committee Chair, CAW Legal Services Plan 
Editorial Boards:  
2001-present  Osgoode Hall Law Journal 
1979-1981 and  
2005-present  Canadian Journal of Family Law 
1982-present  Australian Journal of Law and Society 
Advisory Boards: 
1985-1988 and  
2002 to present Canadian Journal of Women and the Law 
Inaugural Board: 
2005-present  Canadian Journal of Legal Education 

 
Presentations: 
 
Access to Justice and Legal Services 
AProperty in the First Year Curriculum@ for Faculty of Law, University of British Columbia, 
October 2003; 
 AAccess to Justice and Substantive Equality: the Legacy of Justice L=Heureux-Dubé@ for 
Workshop on AAdding Feminism to Law,@ Ottawa 2002, and for Ontario Bar Association 
Symposium in honour of Justice L=Heureux-Dubé, Toronto 2002;  
AGender Equality and Lawyers= Work: Education as a Strategy for Change in the Legal 
Profession?@ for W. G. Hart Workshop, Institute for Advanced Legal Studies, London U.K. 
June 2001;  
ANew Developments in Legal Services in Canada@ for Conference of Prepaid Legal Service 
Groups, Vancouver 2000;  
AWomen and Access to Justice: Canada and Japan@ for Research Seminar, Kobe University, 
Japan 1997. 
Family Law and Social Security 
AThe Family and the Individual@ for Conference on the Legacy of Justice L=Heureux-Dubé, 
Laval University, March 2003;  
AFamilies and Democracy in Canada: A Comparison@ for the Workshop on Families and 
Democracy, Hofstra University, March 2003; and for Canadian Association of Law Teachers 



meeting, Halifax: May 2003. 
Women Lawyers and the Legal Profession 
AWomen Lawyers, Law and Equality@ for Workshop on Equality, Onati 2006;  
AThe First Women Lawyers: Reflections on Research@ for McCarthy, Tetrault, Toronto 2006; 
AWomen Lawyers of the 19th Century: Gender, Law and the Legal Professions@ for European 
Social Science History Conference, Amsterdam, and University of Maastricht, March 2006; 
ASerendipity and Legal Research: Re(Discovering) Louis Frank@ and AGender and 
Professionalism: A Case Study of the First Women Lawyers@ for Distinguished Women 
Scholars Programme, University of Victoria, February 2004; 
AJustice, Technocentrism and the Struggle for Hope@, a comment on the Viscount Bennett 
Lecture, UNB Law School, 2000;  
AEngendering the Legal Profession: The Education Strategy@ for Workshop of the 
International Institute for the Sociology of Law, Onati Spain (1999). 

 
 
F) Graduate Supervisions 
 
 Career Numbers: Supervisions 
 
 Completed:  PhD 3 
   LLM 9 
   Other Masters Degrees    4 
 In progress: PhD 3 
   LLM 1 
 
 Committees and External Reviewer: 
   No total available 
 
 2000-present:  

2005-present  Karen Schucher (LLM candidate) 
2003-present  Jeremy Johnston (D Jur candidate) 
2002 - 2003  Sarah Baker (MA 2003) 
2002-present  Winnifred Kamau (D Jur candidate) 
2002 - 2006  Elizabeth Archampong (D Jur 2006) 
2000 - 2005  Fiona Sampson (D Jur 2005)      

 
 
G) Graduate Courses 
 

LLM in Real Property: Academic Director and Supervisor, Major Research Papers.
  
 
 
 
H)  External Research Funding 
 



2002   Foundation for Legal Research for project AThe New Family Law@ 
2001-2004  SSHRC Standard Research Grant for project AEngendering Law: 

Women and the Legal Profession@ 
2001   Canadian Bar Association: Project on AA Constitutional Right to 

Civil Legal Aid in Canada?@ 
2000-2001  Department of Justice, Canada: Project on ARe-Thinking Access to 

Criminal Justice@ (with Dr. Patricia Hughes) 
1999   SSHRC Travel Grant re project on AWomen in the Legal Professions@ 

(Onati Workshop, July 1999) 
1998-present  Osgoode Society for Legal History for project on AWomen in the 

Canadian Legal Profession@ 
 

 
I) Internal Research Funding 
 
 2004-2005  Walter L Gordon Research Fellowship, York University 
 1999-2000  Osgoode Hall Law School Research Fellowship 
 2000-present  Annual RA assistance 
 
 
J) Publications: 
 
 Life-Time Summary 
 
 Scholarly books 
  - authored 2 
  - co-authored 1 
  - edited  1 
 Chapters in books  25 
 Papers in refereed journals 72 
 Technical reports  17 
 Papers presented  110 
 Others    12 

 
1999-2006 
 
Books: 
Authored:   
The First Women Lawyers: A Comparative Study of Gender, Law and the Legal Professions 
(Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2006) 
Families and the Law in Canada: Cases and Commentary (Toronto: Emond-Montgomery 
Publishing, 2004) 
 
Co-authored:   
Property Law: Cases and Commentary (Toronto: Emond-Montgomery Publications): co-
authored with William F. Flanagan: first edition 1997; second edition 2004 



Edited:   
The Judiciary as Third Branch of Government: Manifestations and Challenges to Legitimacy 
(Montreal: Canadian Institute for the Administration of Justice: 1999); co-edited with 
Ghislaine Otis. 

 
Book Chapters:  
AEquity and >Family= Relationships: Cohabitation and Constructive Trusts@ in Mark R Gillen 
and Faye Woodman, eds., The Law of Trusts: A Contextual Approach, 2nd ed.  (Toronto: 
Emond-Montgomery Publishing, forthcoming 2006). 
ALegal Education as a Strategy for Change in the Legal Profession@ in E Sheehy and S 
McIntyre, eds., Calling for Change (Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press, 2006). 
A>Les Personnes et La Famille=: Reflections on the Contribution of Justice Claire L=Heureux-
Dubé@ in Marie-Claire Belleau et François Lacasse, eds., Claire L=Heureux-Dubé at the 
Supreme Court of Canada, 1987-2002 (Québec: Wilson & Lafleur Ltée, 2004). 
AAccess to Justice in Family Law Matters: The Impact of Justice L=Heureux-Dubé@ in 
Elizabeth Sheehy, ed., Adding Feminism to Law: The Contributions of Justice Claire 
L=Heureux-Dubé (Toronto: Irwin Law Inc, 2004). 
AEngendering the Legal Profession: The Education Strategy@ in U. Schultz and G. Shaw, eds. 

 Women in the World=s Legal Professions (Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2002). 
AA Constitutional Right to Civil Legal Aid in Canada@ in Canadian Bar Association,  Making 
 the Case: the Right to Publicly-Funded Legal Representation in Canada (Ottawa: 
CBA, 2002), with Cindy L. Baldassi. 

 
Refereed Articles: 
Defining Moments for Women as Lawyers: Reflections on the Impact of Numerical Gender 
Equality@ (2005) 17:1 Canadian Journal of Women and the Law. 
ACornelia Sorabji: A >Woman in Law= in India in the 1890s@ (2004) 16:1 Canadian Journal 
of Women and the Law 54. 
AChoices and Commitments for Women: Challenging the Supreme Court of Canada in the 
Context of Social Assistance@ (2004) 42:4 Osgoode Hall Law Journal. 
AConversations about Families in Canadian Courts and Legislatures: Are there >Lessons= for 
the United States?@ (2003) 32:1 Hofstra Law Review 171. 
ALegal Education as a Strategy for Change in the Legal Profession@ (2003) 10:2 
International Journal of the Legal Profession 149 (republished in Calling for Change, 
above). 
ARe-Thinking Access to Criminal Justice in Canada: A Critical Review of Needs and 
Responses@ (with Dr. Patricia Hughes) (2002) Windsor Journal of Legal and Social Issues 1. 
AJustice, Technology and the Struggle for Hope@ in (2002) University of New Brunswick Law 
Journal 49. 
AGender Equality Education and the Legal Profession@ (2000) 12 Supreme Court Law 
Review, 2nd series 187. 

 
 
Technical Reports: 
AA Constitutional Right to Civil Legal Aid in Canada?@ (Canadian Bar Association, Ottawa: 
2001, with Cindy Baldassi) 



ARe-Thinking Access to Criminal Justice in Canada@ (Department of Justice, Ottawa: 2001, 
co-authored with Dr. Patricia Hughes). 

 
Other: 
Review of Susan B. Boyd Child Custody, Law and Women=s Work (Oxford University Press: 
2003) in National Association of Women and the Law, Jurisfemme (Fall 2003). 
AThe Challenge of Gendered Work in the Legal Profession@: Review of Hilary Sommerlad 
and Peter Sanderson Gender, Choice and Commitment: Women Solicitors in England and 
Wales and the Struggle for Equal Status (Albershot: Ashcroft/Dartmouth, 1998) in (2001) 
39:4 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 870. 
ANew Brunswick v. G.(J.): >An Unusual Case=?@ (2000) 12 Canadian Journal of Women and 
the Law 490. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


