
 CURRICULUM VITAE 
NAME: Obiora Chinedu Okafor, Full Professor (Tenured) at the Osgoode Hall Law School, and 
Member of the Graduate Faculty, York University, Toronto. 
 
DEGREES: 
1. Ph.D., Law, University of British Columbia, Canada, 1998 
  [University-wide Gold Medallist] 
2. LL.M., Law, University of British Columbia, Canada, 1995  
 [First Class Average] 
3. LL.M., Law, University of Nigeria, Nigeria, 1994  
 [Distinction] 
4. LL.B (Honours), Law, University of Nigeria, Nigeria, 1989 
 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 
2009-Date: Full Professor (Tenured), Osgoode Hall School, York University, Toronto, 

Canada 
2003-2009:  Associate Professor (Tenured), Osgoode Hall School, York University, Toronto, 

Canada 
2000-2003:  Assistant Professor (Tenure-Track), Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, 

Toronto, Canada. 
1998-2000:  Assistant Professor (Tenure-Track), Department of Law, Carleton University, 

Ottawa, Canada. 
1996-1998:  Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada. 
1992-2000: Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus, Nigeria (on 

study leave 1994-2000). 
1991-1992:  Barrister and Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Nigeria and NYSC Lawyer, 

Yohanna Madaki and Co, Ahmadu Bello Way, Kaduna, Nigeria 
1992-1994:   Barrister and Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Nigeria and Junior Partner, 

Law Firm of Okwu-Okafor and Associates 
 
VISITING POSITIONS: 
2011, 2010 and 2008  Visiting Professor, International Institute of Human Rights, 

Strasbourg, France 
2008    Visiting Professor, School of Law, University of Kent, Canterbury, 

England (October 17-24, 2008) 
2004-2005   Canada-USA Fulbright Scholar, MIT Program on Human Rights 

and Justice, Cambridge, MA, USA. 
1999 and 2001:   Visiting Scholar, Human Rights Program, Harvard Law School, 

Cambridge, MA, USA. 
 
MINOR SCHOLARLY AFFILIATIONS: 
2000-Date  Faculty Member, Centre for Refugee Studies, York University, Toronto 
2007-Date  Faculty Member, Harriet Tubman Institute, York University, Toronto  
2005-Date  Faculty Member, Graduate Program in Socio-Legal Studies, York 

University, Toronto 



2008-Date  Faculty Member, Centre for Public Policy & Law, York University 
 
ACADEMIC HONOURS/AWARDS: 

1. Award of Academic Excellence of the Canadian Association of Law Teachers (2010) 
2. Excellence in Teaching Award, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University (2007) 
3. Osgoode Hall Law School Research Fellowship (2007) 
4. Elected to the European Science Foundation’s Peer Review Pool (2007-Date) 
5. Canada-US Fulbright Fellowship at MIT (2004-2005) 
6. York University Board of Governors’ Recognition for Outstanding Research, 2005 
7.  SSHRC Standard Research Grant (2004-2007)[major grant won in a national competition 

among scholars] 
8. Excellence in Teaching Award, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University (2002) 
9. SSHRC Standard Research Grant (2000-2003) [major grant won in a national competition 

among scholars] 
10. Governor-General's Gold Medal for Best University-Wide Doctoral Student at the 

University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada (1999) 
11. USA SSRC-MacArthur Foundation Fellowship on Peace and Security in a Changing World 

[one of only seven scholars chosen worldwide out of over 100 applicants] (1998-2001)  
12. SSHRC Post-Doctoral Fellowship, 1998 (Could not accept)  
13. Izaak Waton Killam Memorial Post-Doctoral Fellowship at Dalhousie University, 1998-2000 

(Could not accept) 
14. Salzburg Seminar Fellowship, 1998 (Could not accept) 
15. Asser Research Fellow, T.M.C. Asser Instituut in International Law, The Hague (1997) 
16. Izaak Walton Killam Memorial Pre-Doctoral Fellowship at the University of British 

Columbia   award reserved for top 1%](1995-1998) 
17. Law Foundation of British Columbia LL.M Fellowship (1994-1995) 
18. University Prize for Best Graduating Student in the Department of International Law and 

Jurisprudence at the University of Nigeria (1989) 
19. ICJ Judge Bola Ajibola Prize for the Best Graduand in Jurisprudence and Legal Theory at the 

University of Nigeria (1989) 
20. Elected Deputy Editor of The Barrister - the Journal of the Law Students' Association of the 

University of Nigeria (1988) 
21. Elected Deputy Editor of The Jurist - the Journal of the Order of Magna Juris (1988) 
 

 
OTHER HONOURS/AWARDS: 

1. Member of Nigeria’s Delegation to the Conference of States Parties of the UN Optional 
Protocol to the Convention against Torture, 2010 

2. Nigeria’s Candidate for election to the UN Committee on the Prevention of Torture, 2010 
3. Appointed by the Nigerian High Commissioner to Canada to the Committee of Eminent 

Nigerian-Canadians that received President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan of Nigeria to Toronto, 
2010  

4. Elected Chair of the Board, Canadian-Nigerian Economic Council, 2010-date  
5. Featured as a Young Achiever in the Nigerian Tribune (a national newspaper), 9th May 2009 
6. Certificate of Appreciation, Global Impact Development, 2009 



 
7. Lifetime Achievement Award, Nigerian Students’ Association at York University, 2009 
8. Nigeria’s Candidate for election to the UN Working Group on People of African Descent, 

2008 
9. Certificate of Merit, Nigerian Youths in Diaspora Organization, Toronto, 2000 
10. Award of Excellence, Canadian Association of Black Lawyers, 2006 
11. Award for Service and Dedication, FGCJOSA, 2006 
12. Award of Excellence, Nigerian Students’ Association at York University, 2006. 
13. Listed in WHO’S WHO IN BLACK CANADA (First Edition in 2002 and Second Edition in 

2006) 
 
SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 
1. Editorships of Journals: 
2010-Date: Member of the Consulting Editorial Board, the University of Ghana Law Journal 
2007-2008: Guest Editor, Special Issue, African Yearbook of International Law 
2006-Date: Member of the Editorial Advisory Board, Appellate Review 
2004-2005: Guest Editor, Osgoode Hall Law Journal (Volume 43:1 - Special Issue) 
2004-Date: Member of the Editorial Advisory Board, Refuge 
2001-Date: Member of the Editorial Advisory Board, The Osgoode Hall Law Journal 
1997: Guest Editor, Special Issue, International Insights  
 
 
2. External Examinations of Graduate Dissertations/Theses: 
2010: External Examiner of a Doctoral Thesis at the University of Toronto, Canada 
2010: External Examiner of a Doctoral Thesis at McGill University, Montreal, Canada 
2009: External Examiner of Doctoral Thesis at the University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia 
2009: External Examiner of Doctoral Thesis at the University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Canada 
2008: External Examiner of a Masters Thesis at Queen’s University, Kingston, Canada 
2004: External Examiner of a Masters Thesis at Queen’s University, Kingston, Canada 
2003: External Examiner of Doctoral Thesis at Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada 
2000: External Member of Doctoral Thesis Examination Committee, Faculty of Law, University of 
Toronto, Canada 
1999: External Examiner of Doctoral Thesis at Osgoode Hall Law School of York University, 
Toronto, Canada 
 
3. Peer Reviews: 
January 2011: Peer Reviewer of a SSHRC Standard Research Grant Proposal 
August 2010: Peer Reviewer of a Book Manuscript for the Cambridge University Press 
June 2010: Peer Review for the African Journal of International and Comparative Law 
April 2010: Peer Review of a Promotion File at the University of Kent, England 
October 2009: Peer Review for the Journal “Transnational Legal Theory” 
October 2009: Peer Reviewer of a Book Manuscript for the Cambridge University Press 
April 2009: Teaching Peer Reviewer of Tenure and Promotion File at Osgoode Hall Law School 
February 2009: Peer Reviewer for Refuge 
January 2009: Peer Reviewer for the Journal of International Law and International Relations 



 
December 2008: Peer Reviewer of Tenure and Promotion File for the Faculty of Law, University of 
Ottawa 
October 2008: Teaching Peer Reviewer of Tenure and Promotion File at Osgoode Hall Law School 
April 2008: Peer Reviewer for the Leiden Journal of International Law 
January 2007: Peer Reviewer for the European Science Foundation 
January 2007: Peer Reviewer of a SSHRC Standard Research Grant Application 
August 2007: Peer Reviewer for the University of Ottawa Law Review 
July 2007: Peer Reviewer for the European Science Foundation 
April 2007: Peer Reviewer, African Studies Review 
January 2007: Peer Reviewer of Tenure and Promotion File for the Faculty of Law, University of 
Windsor 
December 2006: Peer Reviewer of a SSHRC Standard Research Grant Application 
September 2006: Peer Reviewer for the University of Saskatchewan Law Journal 
June 2006: Peer Reviewer for the European Science Foundation 
May 2006: Peer Reviewer for the Osgoode Hall Law Journal 
March 2006: Peer Reviewer for the Canadian Journal of Law and Society 
December 2005: Peer Reviewer of a Book Manuscript for the University of Toronto Press 
September 2005: Teaching Peer Reviewer of a Tenure and Promotions File at Osgoode Hall Law 
School 
September 2005: Peer Reviewer for the South African Journal of Human Rights 
May 2005: Peer Reviewer for the Canadian Law and Society journal 
April 2005: Peer Reviewer for the African Studies Review 
2005: Peer Review for the Osgoode Hall Law Journal 
2005: Peer Reviewer for the Revue Québécoise de Droit International  
2004: Peer Reviewer for SSHRC Standard Research Grant Application 
2004: Peer Reviewer, Tenure and Promotions Committee, Faculty of Law, Queen’s University, 
Kingston, Canada 
2004: Peer Reviewer, Tenure and Promotions Committee, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, 
Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada 
2003: Peer Reviewer for SSHRC Standard Research Grant Application 
2003: Peer Reviewer for the African Studies Review 
2003:  Peer Reviewer for the Alberta Law Review 
2003: Peer Reviewer for the Osgoode Hall Law Journal 
2002: Peer Reviewer for UBC Press [Book Manuscript] 
2002: Peer Reviewer for the University of Ottawa Law Review 
2002: Peer Reviewer for the Queens Law Journal  
2002: Peer Reviewer for SSHRC Standard Research Grant Application 
2001:   Peer Reviewer of a SSHRC Standard Research Grant Application 
2001:   Peer Reviewer for the Saskatchewan Law Review 
2000: Peer Reviewer for the Osgoode Hall Law Journal 
 
4. Conferences, Workshops and Panels Organized: 
September 2007-September 2008: Co-Organizer, Seminar on Sovereignty and International Law  by 
Professor Antony Anghie 
September 2007-May 2008: Co-Organizer, TWAIL IV (International Workshop on Third World 



 
Approaches to International Law), Faculty of Law, University of British Columbia 
September 2007-May 2008: Member of the Organizing Committee, International Workshop on 
Critical Issues in Refugee Law, York University 
October 2007: Convenor, SSHRC funded International Workshop on Realizing Economic and Social 
Rights in Africa, York University 
2004-Date: Co-Convenor, 2004-2005 Annual Oputa Lecture at Osgoode Hall law School 
2004: Co-Organizer, New World Legal Orders Conference at York University and the University of 
Toronto 
2000-2001: Co-Convenor, SSHRC-funded International Conference on “The ‘Third World’ and 
International Order: Law, Politics and Globalization” October 12-14, 2001 (with Professor Karin 
Mickelson) 
1999: Organizer and Chair, Seminar on Gender and Democracy in Uganda (delivered by Prof. Sylvia 
Tamale) 
1999: Organiser, Chair and Presenter, Panel at Annual Meeting of the American Society of 
International Law 
1999: Organiser, Chair, and Presenter, Panel at Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association 
1998: Co-Convenor, Two International Studies Seminars at the University of British Columbia 
(with Professor Jaye Ellis) 
1997: Co-Convenor, "The International System in a Grotian Moment" Academic Conference at 
UBC (with Professor Jaye Ellis) 
 
5. Academic/Professional Presentations, etc: 
Keynote Lectures/Most Prominent Presentations 
February 2008: Invited Speaker, Critical Scholars in Human Rights Series, Human Rights Program, 
Harvard Law School 
January 2008: Invited Speaker, Expert Meeting on the Right to Development, Geneva, Switzerland 
[organized by the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung and the Harvard Program on Human Rights in 
Development, this expert meeting advised the United Nations High Level Task Force on the Right to 
Development on its approach to advancing that right] 
July 2006: Invited Response to the Keynote, 2006 Annual Conference of the [US] Law and Society 
Association, Baltimore, USA. 
May 2006: Keynote Speaker, Interdisciplinary Law Graduate Students’ Conference, Faculty of Law, 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada. 
March 2006: Keynote Speaker, University of Toronto Black Students Colloquium on Intervention, 
Sovereignty and the Responsibility to Protect in Africa 
August 2005: Invited Speaker, Fifth Session of the UN Working Group of Experts on People of 
African Descent, Geneva, Switzerland. 
2005: Keynote Speaker, 2005 Biafra War Genocide Remembrance of the Igbo-Canadian 
Association, Toronto, Canada 
2003: Invited Speaker, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Geneva, 
Switzerland 
 
Other Major Presentations 
May 2010: Invited Presenter and Panel Chair, International Workshop on the Supervising the 1951 
Refugee Convention 
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March 2010: Invited Speaker, Annual Meeting of the American Society of International Law 
February 2010: Invited Speaker, Law Society of Upper Canada/Canadian Association of Black 
Lawyers Panel Discussion on Human Rights, Development and the Rule of Law in Africa 
February 2010: Invited Speaker, Centre for Refugee Studies, York University, Toronto, Canada 
September 2009: Invited Speaker, “Multidisciplinary Perspectives on National Human Rights 
Institutions”, Harvard law School, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA  
May 2009: Invited Speaker, Conference on Humanitarianism, Culture and Politics, Carleton 
University, Ottawa, Canada 
March 2009: Invited Speaker, Panel on Oil Politics in Nigeria, African Studies Program, York 
University, Toronto, Canada 
January 2009: Invited Speaker, International Human Rights Speaker Series, University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Canada 
October 2008: Invited Speaker, Faculty Seminar Series, Kent Law School, Canterbury, United 
Kingdom 
June 2008: Invited Speaker, Summer Course on Refugee Studies, Centre for Refugee Studies, York 
University, Toronto, Canada 
May 2008: Panel Chair, Graduate Student’s Conference, Osgoode Hall Law School, York 
University, Toronto, Canada 
May 2008: Invited Participant, Harvard Law School Conference on National Human Rights 
Institutions 
May 2008: Invited Speaker and Session Moderator, TWAIL IV (International Conference), UBC 
March 2008: Invited Speaker, Conference on Internationalization and the Global South, York 
University, Toronto, Canada 
March 2008: Commentator, Graduate Student Research Seminar Series, Osgoode Hall Law School 
January 2008: Invited Speaker, Sovereignty Speaker Series, Department of Sociology, York 
University 
January 2008: Panel Chair, Graduate Students Conference, University of Toronto  
November 2007: Commentator on 3 Papers, Feminist Friday Series, Osgoode Hall Law School 
October 2007: Invited Speaker, NYIDO Forum, Toronto, Canada 
April 2007: Invited Speaker, TWAIL III, Albany Law School, New York, USA 
March 2007: Invited Speaker, African Studies Speaker Series, University of Toronto, Canada 
February 2007: Invited Speaker, Faculty of Law, University of Washington, Seattle, USA 
February 2007: Invited Speaker, Crown Law Office Civil, Ministry of the Attorney General, Toronto, 
Canada 
June 2006: Invited Speaker, Summer Course on Refugee Studies, Centre for Refugee Studies, York 
University, Toronto, Canada. 
June 2006: Invited Speaker, International Law Association Annual Conference, Toronto, Canada. 
May 2006: Invited Co-Facilitator/Speaker, Osgoode Hall Law School Course Design Institute 
April 2006: Invited Speaker, Conference on the New African Diaspora, State University of New 
York at Binghampton, USA. 
March 2006: Invited Speaker, Conference on the Canada-US Border, Faculty of Law, University of 
Windsor, Windsor, Canada. 
March 2006: Invited Speaker, International Conference on Human Rights and Global Justice, School 
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of Law, University of Warwick, England. 
March 2006: Invited Speaker, Graduate Students Conference, School of Law, University of 
Warwick, England. 
March 2006: Invited Speaker, Centre for Refugee Studies, York University, Toronto, Canada 
January 2006: Invited Speaker, 2006 Raoul Wallenberg International Human Rights Symposium, 
New York, USA. 
December 2005: Invited Participant, United Nations Development Programme’s Workshop on 
Access to Justice and Development, New York, USA. 
November 2005: Invited Speaker, International Law Seminar Series, Faculty of Law, University of 
Ottawa, Canada. 
November 2005: Invited Speaker, Panel Discussion on the Riots in France, Centre for Public Law 
and Public Policy, York University, Toronto, Canada. 
October 2005: Invited Speaker, Annual Meeting of the Canadian Council on International Law 
October 2005: Invited Speaker, Conference on “Human Rights and Development: The Dual 
Transition” held at the Centre for Law in Aid of Development, Faculty of Law, University of 
Windsor, Canada. 
2005: Invited Speaker, Expert Panel Discussion at the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto, Canada, 
on “Peacekeeping” (a documentary film by the National Film Board of Canada) 
2005: Invited Speaker, Workshop on “New Governance” at the Weatherhead Centre for International 
Affairs, Harvard University, USA 
2004: Invited Speaker, MIT Centre for International Studies, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA 
2004: Invited Speaker, Birkbeck College, University of London, England 
2004: Invited Speaker, Annual Meeting of the Academic Council on the United Nations System, 
Geneva, Switzerland 
2004: Invited Speaker, Diversity/International Law and Relations Program Workshops at the 
University of Toronto, Canada 
2004: Invited Participant, Workshop on Human Rights and Development at New York University 
School of Law, New York, USA 
2003: Chair of the Plenary Session, Conference on “The New International Law” Birbeck College, 
University of London, London, England  
2003: Invited Key Speaker, Conference on Democratization and Human Rights in Africa, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, USA 
2003: Presentation to Faculty Seminar, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Toronto, 
Canada 
2003: Invited Speaker, Canadian Council of International Law Annual Meeting, Ottawa, Canada 
2003: Invited Speaker, Human Rights Discussion Group, University of Guelph  
2003: Invited Participant, CIDA/McGill University Workshop on a Rights-Based Approach to 
Development 
2003: Invited Speaker, Osgoode CLAIHR Seminar on Self-Determination in International Law 
2003: Chair of Panel at Osgoode Hall Law School’s Graduate Student’s Conference 
2002: Invited Speaker, Conference on Postcolonial Legal Studies, Manning Park Resort, B.C. 
Canada 
2002: Invited Speaker (refugee law and national security), Law and Society Speaker’s Series, Green 
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College, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada. 
2002: Invited Speaker (immigration law and national security), BALSAC National Conference, 
Toronto  
2001: Presentation to Faculty Seminar, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Toronto, 
Canada 
2001: Invited Speaker, African Studies Program, York University, Toronto, Canada  
2001: Invited Speaker, Human Rights Program, Harvard Law School 
2001: Invited Speaker, Centre for Refugee Studies, York University 
2001: Guest Lecturer, International Development Program, University of Guelph 
2000-2001 Member Gerstein Seminar on the Ethics of Intervention atYork University 
2000: Invited Chair and Participant, Panel on Critical Approaches to International Law at the 
Annual Meeting of the Canadian Council on International Law 
2000: Invited Speaker, Panel on Race and Canadian Legal Education at the Conference on the 
Future of Canadian Legal Education Held at the University of Ottawa, Canada 
2000: Invited Speaker, SSRC Program on International Peace and Security Summer Workshop on 
Peacebuilding in Post-Conflict Societies Held at the University of Capetown, South Africa 
2000: Invited Speaker, Workshop for High Court Judges on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
organised by the Shelter Rights Initiative at the Zodiac Hotels, Enugu, Nigeria 
2000: Invited Speaker, Annual Meeting of the American Society  of International Law (Could not 
attend) 
2000: Invited Speaker, Harvard International Law Journal's Symposium on International Law  and 
the Developing World 
1999: Invited Participant, Summer Institute, [American] Law and Society Association 
 
6. Other Academic Projects: 
1. Canadian Project Director of NIHERNET [Initiated this Project to link York University with 
Nigerian University, Governmental and Civil Society Partners in Human Rights Education, Research 
and Advancement], 2003-Date: 

• Project Director has established a Human Rights in Africa Course at Osgoode (run 
for over five years now) 

• Project Director has won a $23,280 Law Foundation of Ontario Grant to advance the 
Osgoode-University of Jos Research/Teaching linkage, an aspect of NIHERNET 
(July 2008) 

• Project Director has won a $7000 York Internationalisation Grant to develop a 
“Virtual Transnational Classroom” within this course (April 2007) 

• This “Virtual Transnational Classroom” has been up and running since September 
2007 and, via internet video-conferencing and a discussion board, links law students 
at Osgoode with counterparts at the University of Jos in Nigeria 

• Project Director  (in association with the Dean’s and Associate Dean’s Offices) has 
organized two successive Visiting Professorships at Osgoode for Professor Dakas 
C.J. Dakas of the University of Jos 

• Project Director has arranged (with Law Foundation funding) to add a “Virtual 
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Collaborative Student Research” component to the Osgoode-University of Jos 
linkage 

• Project Director has helped develop a Memorandum of Understanding on educational 
cooperation and exchanges between York University, Canada and the University of 
Jos, Nigeria 

2. Minor Collaborator, The Harriett Tubman Institute’s SSHRC MCRI Team on “Slavery, 
Citizenship and Memory”, 2008-Date 
  [$2.5 Million over 7 years] 
3. Minor Collaborator, Centre for Refugee Studies’ SSHRC Research Cluster Team on “A Canadian 
Refugee Research Network”, 2008-Date 
  [$2.1 Million over 7 years] 
4. Member, Osgoode Transnational Law Studies Group (supported by the Harry Arthurs Fund), 
2006-2008 
 
7. Service to the University: 

(a) Chair-ship of Committees at York University:  
1. Chair, Curriculum Reform Working Group, Osgoode Hall Law School, 2009-

Date 
2. Chair, Equality Committee, Osgoode Hall Law School, 2007-2008 

(Chaired meetings; successfully led the process leading to a “legislated” 
change from one to two co-chairs for the committee’s leadership structure; 
successfully led process that led to change in some equality-related FRC 
procedures; Drafted motions and rationales for committee decisions; 
established an internal working group on gender equality issues; presented 
rationales for proposed changes at Faculty Council and at meetings of other 
Osgoode committees; drafted committee’s Annual Report to Faculty Council)  

2. Co-Chair, Equality Committee, Osgoode Hall Law School, 2008-2009 
(Co-chaired meetings; led negotiations leading to change in description of the 
LSUC Equity Award; jointly led the development of a committee response to 
a petition on certain events at the 2008 Mock trial; drafted committee’s 
Annual Report to Faculty Council) 

3. Chair, Sub-Committee of Graduate Committee on the Adequacy of Osgoode 
Library Holdings in the ICT Area, 2003 

(Chaired several meetings; and drafted the Committee’s 23 page Report) 
 (b) Other Major Committee Responsibilities at York University 

1. Decanal Search Committee for the Osgoode Hall Law School 2009-2010 
2. Admissions Advisory Committee 2000-2001 
3. Merit Pay Advisory Committee 2005-2006 
4. Graduate Committee 2001-2007 

(some major tasks: represented director at information session; SSHRC sub-
Committee 2005-2006; OGS sub-committee in 2006-2007; co-organized 
publications workshop for graduate students in 2006; and led part of job search 
workshop) 
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5. SSHRC Sub-Committee of the Graduate Committee, 2005-2006 
6. Research Committee 2000-2001 
7. Research and Seminars Committee 2005-2006 
8. Board of Directors, Parkdale Community Legal Services – PCLS - (a joint 

Osgoode/community legal aid clinic) 2001-2004 
9. Personnel Committee of the Board of Directors at PCLS 2001-2004 
10. Legal Aid Policy Committee of PCLS 2001-2004 
11. Faculty Appointments Committee, 2000- Date 
12. Tenure and Promotions Committee, 2003-2004 
13. Member, Faculty Council, Faculty of Graduate Studies, 2003-2004 and 2006-

2009 
14. Faculty Council, Osgoode Hall Law School, 2000-Date 
15. Council of the Centre for Refugee Studies, 2003-2004 and 2005-Date 
16. Academic Policy Committee, 2005-2007 
17. Senate Review Committee on Graduate Studies Appointments 2006-2009 
18. Faculty Recruitment Committee, 2007-2009 

 
(c) Major Committee Responsibilities at Carleton University 

a. Undergraduate Committee 1998-1999 
b. Appointments Committee 1999-2000 
c. PhD Development Committee 1998-2000 
d. Jurisprudence Centre Committee 1999-2000 
e. Tenure and Promotions Committee 1999-2000 

 
(d) Faculty Advisor, Group of twenty-five First Year Students at Osgoode Hall Law School, 
2002-2003 
(e) Visiting Committee Member for Professor Aaron Dhir’s Tenure and Promotion Process 

 
8. Service to Learned Societies: 
1999-2002: Member of the Board, Canadian Law and Society Association 
1999-2001: Representative of the Canadian Law and Society Association to the General Assembly of 
the Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada  
 
9. Service to the Community: 
October 2010: Keynote Speaker, Nigerian Canadian Association of Calgary’s Nigerian 50th 
Independence Anniversary Symposium 
June 2010: Member of Select Panel, Biafra War Memorial Day, 2010 
June 2010: Chair of the Event, Igbo Language and Culture Promotion Day, Toronto, Canada, 2010 
May 2010: Keynote Speaker, African Community Reception in Honour of Deputy Police Chief  
Peter Sloly of the Toronto Police Service 
August 2009: Invited Speaker, Anambra State Association World Conference, Toronto, Canada 
June 2009: Keynote Speaker, World Igbo Congress Board Meeting, Toronto, Canada 
May 2009: Keynote Speaker, Youth for a Better Nigeria Seminar and Gala, Toronto, Canada 
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February 2009: CHRY 105.5 FM panel Discussion on Democracy in Africa 
February 2009: CHRY 105.5 FM panel Discussion on Blacks in Higher Education in Canada 
February 2008: Invited Talk at the Nigerian Youth in Diaspora Organization Town Hall Meeting 
May 2006: Interview to the Toronto Star on the immigration law and international human rights 
issues affecting the convicted perpetrator of Cecelia Zhang murder 
February 2006: Judged Osgoode Jessup Moot Rehearsal 
December 2005: Speech at the Nigerian Students’ Association at York University’s Gala Night 
2004: Keynote Speech at the Nigerian Students’ Association at York University’s Town Hall 
Meeting 
2003-Date: Honorary Member of the Board of the International Coalition Against Torture (InCAT) 
2003: Invited Guest, CHRY 105.5 Radio Show on the Legality of the Invasion of Iraq 
2002: Invited Guest, CBC Radio National Morning News Show on USA Prisoners of War being held 
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, January 2002 
2001-Till Date: Faculty Adviser, Osgoode Hall Law School Branch of the Canadian Lawyers’ 
Association for International Human Rights 
2001: Invited Guest, CBC TV National Network “Counterspin” show on USA Military Tribunals, 
November 2001 
2001: Invited Guest, CBC TV National Network “Counterspin” show on human rights in Nigeria, 
June 2001 
2001: Granted an interview on an immigration case to Shannon Kerry of the National Post 
2001: Granted an interview on the September 11, 2001 Bombings in the USA to Glen Wheeler of 
Now Magazine  
2000-2001: Member of the Law Society of Upper Canada’s Advisory Group on the Equity and 
Diversity Review of the Bar Admission Course  
 
UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING: 
1. At Carleton University: 

1. Public International Law Fall 1998; Winter 1999; Fall 1999  
2. International Human Rights Law Winter 1999; Fall1999 

 
2. At York University: 

1.International Human Rights - Winter 2001; Winter 2002; Winter 2003; Winter 
2004; Winter 2006; Fall 2008 (3 hours a week) 
2. Refugee Law - Fall 2000; Fall 2001; Fall 2002; Winter 2004; Fall 2005 (3 hours  a 
week) 
3. Immigration Law – Fall 2001; Fall 2002; Fall 2005; Winter 2007; Fall 2007; Fall 
2008 (4 hours a week) 
4. The International Law of South-North Relations - Winter 2003; Winter 2006; 
Winter 2009 (2 hours a week)  
5. Special Topics in International Human Rights (Poli Sci) – Fall 2002 and Winter 
2003 (2 hours a week) 
6. Human Rights in Africa – Fall 2003 (Co-Instructor); Fall 2007 (Sole Instructor); 
Fall 2008 (Sole Instructor) (3 hours a week) 
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GRADUATE THESIS SUPERVISIONS: 
A. At Carleton University 

Completed: Four 
Outstanding: None 

1. Hanya Soliman, (MA) 2000 (Thesis Supervisor) 
2. Jonah Jones, (MA) 2000 (Thesis Co-Supervisor) - Thesis was cited for distinction 
3. Maha Zimmo, (MA) 2001 (Thesis Supervisor) 
4. Wendy Cohen, (MA) 1998-1999 (Thesis Reader) 

 
B. At York University 

Completed: Twenty-four 
In Progress: Eighteen 

 
Completed: 

1. Harold Shepherd, LL.M (OPD program), 2002 (Supervisor of major research paper of 138 
single spaced pages) 

2. Deanna Santos, Ph.D 2004 (Dissertation Supervisor)  
3. Olga Sanmiguel Valderamma, Ph.D 2004 (Committee Member) [Dissertation ranked 

excellent] 
4. Gerardo Munarriz, LL.M 2004 (Committee Member) [Dissertation ranked excellent]  
5. Rhoda Kargbo, LL.M 2005 (Thesis Supervisor) [Thesis was ranked outstanding] 
6. Shadi Mokhtari, LL.M 2005 (Committee Member) [Thesis was ranked outstanding] 
7. Hassan El-Menyawi LL.M 2005 (Committee Member for part of the period, i.e. between 

2002-2004 only) 
8. Pius Okoronkwo, PhD December 2005 (Dissertation Supervisor) [Dissertation ranked 

excellent] 
9. Irina Ceric, LL.M December 2005 (Committee Member) [Dissertation ranked excellent] 
10. Chinedu Idike, Ph.D May 2006 (Dissertation Supervisor) [Dissertation ranked excellent] 
11. Lolita Buckner Iniss, LL.M October 2006 (Thesis Supervisor) [Thesis ranked excellent] 
12. Ugochukwu Ukpabi, PhD December 2006 (Dissertation Co-Supervisor) [Dissertation  ranked 

outstanding] 
13. Fatemeh Hajihosseini, LL.M 2007 (Thesis Supervisor) [Thesis ranked excellent] 
14. Oleksandra Baglay, PhD 2007 (Committee Member) [Thesis ranked excellent] 
15. Geoffrey Duckworth, LL.M March 2007 (Committee Member) [Thesis ranked excellent] 
16. Zeina Bou-Zeid, PhD 2007 (Committee Member) [Thesis ranked excellent] 
17. Shadi Mokhtari, PhD 2008 (Committee Member) [Thesis was ranked outstanding] 
18. Hanson Sone, LL.M 2008 (Committee Member) 
19. Michael Antonik, LL.M 2008 (Committee Member) 
20. Temilola Farinloye, LL.M (OPD program), 2009 (Supervisor of major research paper of 77 

double-spaced pages) 
21. Veroica Fynn, LLM 2009 (Committee Member) 
22. Chikeziri Igwe, PhD 2009 (Supervisor) 
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23. Solomon Ukhuegbe, PhD 2009 (Committee Member) 
24. Elena Circovic, Ph.D 2010 (Committee Member 
25. Ayodeji Otiti, LL.M 2010 (Thesis/MRP Supervisor of part of his program between 2007 and 

February 2009 only) 
26. Charis Kamphius, LL.M 2010 (Committee Member) 
27. Vijayasri Sripati, PhD 2010 (Supervisor) 

 
In Progress: 

1. Shadrack Agbakwa, Doctoral Candidate in Public International Law, September 2000-date 
(Dissertation Supervisor) 

2. Martin Jones, PhD Candidate in Migration Law, September 2003 – Date (Dissertation 
Supervisor) 

3. Natalie Oman, Doctoral Candidate in Public International Law, September 2002 – Date 
(Dissertation Co-Supervisor) 

4. Fatemeh Hajihosseini, PhD Candidate in International Human Rights Law, February 2007- 
Date (Dissertation Supervisor) 

5. Lolita Bucknor-Iniss, PhD Candidate September 2006-Date (Dissertation Supervisor) 
6. Opeoluwa Ogundokun, PhD Candidate in International Human Rights Law, January 2007-

Date (Dissertation Supervisor) 
7. Adeniyi Temowo, LL.M Candidate in Migration Law, September 2008-Date (Thesis 

Supervisor) 
8. Basil Ugochukwu, Ph.D Candidate in International Human Rights Law, September 2009-

Date (Supervisor) 
9. Mark Toufayan, Ph.D Candidate in International Human Rights Law, September 2005-Date 

(Committee Member) 
10. Irina Ceric, Ph.D Candidate in International Law, June 2007-Date (Committee Member) 
11. Faisal Kutty, Ph.D Candidate in National Security Law, January 2007-Date (Committee 

Member) 
12. Jasper Ayelazuno, PhD Candidate in Political Science, September 2007-Date (Committee 

Member) 
13. Jalia Kangave, PhD Candidate in International Law at UBC, September 2009-Date 

(Committee Member)  
14. Nasser Victor Rego, PhD Candidate in Socio-Legal Theory, September 2009-Date 

(Committee Member) 
15. Charis Kamphius, PhD Candidate in International Human Rights Law, September 2009-Date 

(Committee Member) 
16. Martin-Joe Ezeudu, PhD Candidate in International Human Rights Law, September 2009-

Date (Committee Member) 
 
GRADUATE THESIS EXAMINING COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS 

1. Vijayasri Sripati, PhD December 2010 
2. Charis Kamphius, LLM October 2010 
3. Eleanor Circovic, PhD March 2010 
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4. Chikeziri Igwe, PhD August 2009 
5. Solomon Ukhuegbe, PhD July 2009 
6. Leora Wise, LLM June 2009 
7. Jude Odinkonigbo, PhD May 2009 
8. Hanson Sone, LL.M June 2008 
9. Shadi Mokhtari, PhD April 2008 
10. Winnie Kamau, PhD March 2007 
11. Fatemeh Hajihosseini, LL.M February 2007 
12. Lolita Bukner Iniss, LL.M October 2006 
13. Ugochukwu Ukpabi, PhD December 2006 
14. Elizabeth Acheampong, PhD June 2006 
15. Chinedu Idike, PhD May 2006 
16. Pius Okoronkwo, PhD, December 2005 
17. Irina Ceric, LL.M December 2005 
18. Xue Yan, PhD September 2005 
19. Rhoda Kargbo, LL.M 2005 
20. Shadi Mokhtari, LL.M 2005 
21. Deanna Santos, Ph.D 2004  
22. Olga Sanmiguel Valderamma, Ph.D 2004 
23. Gerardo Munarriz, LL.M 2004 
24. Hanya Soliman, MA 2000 
25. Maha Zimmo, MA 2001 
26. Jonah Jones, MA 2000 
27. Wendy Cohen, MA 1999 

 
 
GRADUATE COURSES: 
A. Directed Studies Courses at Carleton University: 
1. Margot Stevens, MPA 2000 
2. Jodi Brown, MA 1999 
3. Hanya Soliman MA 2000 (two courses) 
 
B. Directed Studies Courses at York University: 
1. Nadia Ejaz, MA Candidate  
2. Pius Okoronkwo, PhD Candidate (2) 
3. Natalie Oman, PhD Candidate 
4. Shadi Mokhtari, LLM Candidate 
5.  Hassan El-Menyawi, LLM Candidate 
6. Gerald Heckman, LLM Candidate 
7. Shedrack Agbakwa, PhD Candidate 
8. Gerardo Munariz, LLM Candidate 
9. Martin Jones, LL.M Candidate (2) 
10. Lolita Bucknor-Iniss, LL.M Candidate 
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11. Elena Circovic, LL.M Candidate 
12. Kaushalya Bannerji, LL.M Candidate 
13. Fatemeh Hajihosseni, LL.M Candidate 
14. Chikeziri Igwe, PhD Candidate 
15. Martin Jones, PhD Candidate (2) 
16. Irene Tumwebaze, MES Candidate 
17. Diana Younes, MES Candidate (3) 
18. Michael Antonik, LL.M Candidate 
19. Mazen Masri, PhD Candidate 
20. Opeoluwa Badaru, PhD Candidate 
21. Basil Ugochukwu, PhD Candidate 
 
COMPLETED UNDERGRADUATE THESIS SUPERVISIONS: 
1. Rishi Datta, BA (Honours), Carleton University, 2000-2001  

(Thesis Reader)  
2. Karinne MacAllister, BA Honours, Glendon College of York University, 2001-2002  

(Thesis Supervisor) 
 
COMPLETED LL.B INDEPENDENT PAPER SUPERVISIONS  

1. Taha Tawawala 2001-2002  
2. Lene Madsen 2001-2002 
3. Nicole Symeonides 2001-2002 
4. Eugenia Cappellaro-Zavaletta 2001-2002 
5. Joseph L.Romano 2001-2002 
6. Mark Vatour 2001-2002 
7. Alexa Steponaitis 2002-2003 
8. Benjamin Lee 2002-2003 
9. Victoria Eikelman 2002-2003 
10. Alexa Steponaitis (2 separate papers) 2002-2003 
11. Paul Riley 2002-2003 
12. Kaushalya Bannerji 2002-2003 
13.  Tahirih Naylor 2002-2003 
14. Althea Roman, 2003-2004 
15. Kamla Chin, 2003-2004 
16. Sara Hosseinan, 2005-2006 
17. Maud Asante-Nimako, 2005-2006 
18. Idit Gititer, 2005-2006 
19. Antoinette Williams, 2006-2007 
20. Tarek Hamam, 2006-2007 
21. Mark Andrew Wells, 2006-2007 
22. Tavlin Kaur, 2007-2008 
23. Subhi Barakat, 2007-2008 
24. Heather John, 2007-2008 
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25. Josh Scheinert, 2009-2009 
26. Vera Manu, 2009-2009 
27. Danny Auron, 2009-2009 

 
COMPLETED DIRECTED STUDIES COURSE SUPERVISIONS AT OTHER YORK 
UNITS 

1. Nima Shirali, BA Pol Sci 2002-2003 
2. Fatima Hyder, BA Pol Sci 2002-2003 
3. Laura Qaqish, BA Pol Sci 2002-2003 

 
 
EXTERNAL RESEARCH FUNDING 
 
Year  Source   Type  Total Amount   Purpose 
2010  SSHRC  C  CDN$74,816  Research 
2008  Law Foundation of Ontario   CDN$23,280  Research/Teaching 
 
2004  SSHRC  C  CDN$75,620   Research 
 
2004  Fulbright    US$7,500   Research 
 
2001  IDRC     CDN$14,858   Research 
 
2000      SSHRC                   C         CDN$63,000      Research  
 
1998 SSRC/MacArthur Foundation C and F   US$75,000 (CDN$110,000)  Research 
 
1998 SSHRC     C  CDN$35,000   Research 
(Could not accept) 
 
EXTERNAL CONFERENCE FUNDING 
1. SSHRC OCCASIONAL CONFERENCE GRANT, 2001:    $9,800 
2. SSHRC WORKSHOP GRANT, 2007       $23,634 
 
INTERNAL RESEARCH FUNDING 
1. CARLETON UNIVERSITY SSHRC SMALL GRANT, 1999:    $2,500 
2. YORK UNIVERSITY SSHRC SMALL GRANT, 2002:     $2,000 
3. YORK UNIVERSITY SSHRC SMALL GRANT, 2003:     $3500 
4. YORK UNIVERSITY SSHRC SMALL GRANT, 2005:     $1000 
5. YORK UNIVERSITY INCENTIVE GRANT, 2003:     $2500 
6. YORK UNIVERSITY INCENTIVE GRANT, 2004:      $5000 
7. YORK UNIVERSITY INCENTIVE GRANT, 2005     $2500 
8. YORK UNIVERSITY SPECIFIC RESEARCH GRANT, 2003:    $24700 
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9. YORK UNIVERSITY SPECIFIC RESEARCH GRANT, 2004    $31120 
10. YORK UNIVERSITY TRAVEL GRANTS, 2002 [two awards]    $1150 
11. YORK UNIVERSITY TRAVEL GRANTS, 2004:     $500 
12. YORK UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONALISATION GRANT, 2007   $7000 
13. YORK TEACHING AND LEARNING FUND, 2008 (with R. Mongia)  $2500 
 
CONSULTANCIES  

1. Consultant (short term), Various law firms  
2. Consultant (short term), UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (2005) 
3. Consultant (short term) UN Development Program, New York Office (2004) 
4. Consultant (short term) to the PRAA Unit of Citizenship and Immigration, Toronto, Canada 

(2003) 
5. Consultant (short term) to the British Council/DFID Access to Justice Program in Nigeria 

(2002)  
 
MEMBERSHIP IN LEARNED SOCIETIES: 

1. Canadian Law and Society Association 
2. Canadian Council on International Law 
3. Canadian Association of Law Teachers 
4. Academic Council on the United Nations System 
5. American Society of International Law 
6. African Studies Association 

 
PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Books Authored: 

1. O.C. Okafor, The African Human Rights System, Activist Forces and International 
Institutions (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007) 336 pages. 

2. O.C. Okafor, Legitimizing Human Rights NGOs: Lessons from Nigeria (Trenton, New 
Jersey: Africa World Press, 2006) 268 pages 

3. O.C. Okafor, Re-Defining Legitimate Statehood: International Law and State Fragmentation 
in Africa (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 2000) 244 pages  

 
Books Edited 

1. Quashigah, E.K. and Okafor, O.C, eds., Legitimate Governance in Africa: International 
and Domestic Legal Perspectives (The Hague: Kluwer Law International, 1999) 621 pages 
2. O.C. Okafor and O. Aginam, eds., Humanizing Our Global Order: Essays in Honour of 
Ivan L. Head  (Toronto: The University of Toronto Press, 2003) 214 pages 
3. A. Anghie, B.S. Chimni, K. Mickelson and O.C. Okafor, eds., The Third World and 
International Order: Law, Politics and Globalization (Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff, 2003) 
208pages 

 
Special Journal Volumes Edited 



 18  
 
 

1. O.C. Okafor, ed., Realizing Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in Africa: Innovations, 
Problems and Prospects (2007) 15 African Yearbook of International Law (in press) 
2. O.C. Okafor, ed., The Third World and International Law after 9/11 (2005) 43:1 Osgoode 
Hall Law Journal (Special Issue) 222 pages 
3. O.C. Okafor and J. Ellis, eds., The International System in a Grotian Moment (1997) 13 
International Insights (Special Issue) 112 pages 

 
Chapters in books: 
1. Quashigah, E.K. and Okafor, O.C. "Legitimate Governance in Africa - International and Domestic 
Legal Perspectives: An Introduction" in E.K. Quashigah and O.C. Okafor, eds., Legitimate 
Governance in Africa: International and Domestic Legal Perspectives (The Hague: Kluwer Law 
International, 1999) p.3-20. 
  
2. Okafor, O.C. "The UN and the 1993 Crisis of Legitimate Governance in Nigeria: A 
Critical Overview" in E.K. Quashigah and O.C. Okafor, eds., Legitimate Governance in 
Africa: International and Domestic Legal Perspectives (The Hague: Kluwer Law 
International, 1999) p.493-514.  
 
3. Okafor, O.C. "International Law, Human Rights and the Allegory of the Ogoni Question" 
in E.K. Quashigah and O.C. Okafor, eds., Legitimate Governance in Africa: International 
and Domestic Legal Perspectives (The Hague: Kluwer Law International, 1999) p.515-541.  
 
4. Quashigah, E.K. and Okafor, O.C. "Toward the Enhancement of the Relevance and 
Effectiveness of the Movement for Legitimate Governance in Africa" in E.K. Quashigah and 
O.C. Okafor, eds., Legitimate Governance in Africa: International and Domestic Legal 
Perspectives (The Hague: Kluwer Law International, 1999) p.545-564. 
 
5. "The 1997 APEC Summit and the Security of Internationally Protected Persons: Did Someone Say 
"Suharto"? in W.W. Pue, ed., Pepper in our Eyes: The APEC Affair (Vancouver: UBC Press, 
2000)pp.185-196 
 
6. O.C. Okafor and O. Aginam, “Humanizing Our Global Order: An Introduction” in O.C. Okafor 
and O. Aginam eds., Humanizing Our Global Order: Essays in Honour of Ivan L. Head (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 2003) 8 pages 
 
7. A. Anghie, B.S. Chimni, K. Mickelson and O.C. Okafor, “Introduction” in A. Anghie, B.S. 
Chimni, K. Mickelson and O.C. Okafor, eds., The Third World and International Order: Law, 
Politics and Globalization (Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff, 2003) 1 page 
 
8. O.C. Okafor, “Marxian Embraces and De-couplings in Upendra Baxi’s Human Rights 
Scholarship: A Case Study” in Susan Marks, ed., International Law on the Left (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2008) 29 pages  
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9. O.C. Okafor, “‘Righting’ the Right to Development: A Socio-Legal Analysis of Article 22 of the 
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights” in Stephen Marks, eds., Implementing the Right to 
Development: The Role of International Law (Geneva and Cambridge, MA: Frederich Ebert Stiftung 
and Harvard University, 2008) 16 pages 
 
10. S.A. Agbakwa and O.C. Okafor, “Social Action Litigation and Access to Justice in Nigeria: A 
Critical Case Study” in A. Dias G. H. Welch, eds., Justice for the Poor: Accelerating Access (New 
York and Delhi: UNDP and Oxford University Press, 2009) 43 pages 
 
11.  O.C. Okafor, “The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights as a Collective Human 
Security Resource: Promise, Performance and Prospects” in A. Abass, eds., Protecting Human 
Security in Africa: Issues and Challenges (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010) 27 pages 
 
12. O.C. Okafor, “Some Socio-Legal Barriers to the Full Citizenship of Recent African Immigrants 
in Canada: Some Preliminary Thoughts” in I. Okpewho, ed., The New African Diaspora 
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2009) 16 pages 
 
14.O.C. Okafor, “Attainments, Eclipses and Disciplinary Renewal in International Human Rights 
Law: A Critical overview” in D. Armstrong, ed., Routledge Handbook of International Law 
(London: Routledge, 2009) 16 pages – less bibliography 
 
15. B. Ugochukwu, O. Badaru, and O.C. Okafor, “Group Rights under the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights: Concept, Praxis and Prospects” in M. Baderin and M. Ssenyongo, eds., 
The African Regional Human Rights System: 30 Years after the ACHPR and Beyond (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, forthcoming) 
 
16. O.C. Okafor, “National Human Rights Institutions and Social Change in Anglophone Africa: 
A Holistic Evaluation” in R. Goodman and T. Pegram, eds., Human Rights, State Compliance, 
and Social Change: Assessing National Human Rights Institutions (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, forthcoming)  
 
 
Articles in Refereed Journals/law reviews: 
1. O.C. Okafor, "What Should Human Rights Activism in Africa Become?” (2010) Buffalo Human 

Rights Law Review 113-153 
2. O.C. Okafor, "Between Elite Interests and Pro-Poor Resistance: The Nigerian Courts and 

Labour-led Anti-Fuel Price Hike Struggles (1999-2007)" (2010) 54 No.1 The Journal of African 
Law 95-118 

3. O.C. Okafor, "Irrigating the Famished Fields: The Impact of Labour-led Struggles on Policy and 
Action in Nigeria (1999-2007)" (2009) 27 No.2 Journal of Contemporary African Studies 159-
175 

4. O.C. Okafor, “Remarkable Returns: On the Influence of a Labour-led Movement on Legislative 
Reasoning, Process and Action in Nigeria” (2009) 47 Journal of Modern African Studies 241-
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266 (Cambridge University Press) 
5. O.C. Okafor, “Critical Third World Approaches to International Law (TWAIL): Theory, 

Methodology, or Both?” (2008) 10 International Community Law Review 371-378  
6. O.C. Okafor, “Realising Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in Africa: Innovations, 

Challenges, and Prospects – An Introduction” (2008) 15 African Yearbook of International Law 
3-9.  

7. O.C. Okafor, “Assessing Baxi’s Thesis on the Emergence of a Trade-Related Market-Friendly 
Human Rights Paradigm: Recent Evidence from Nigerian Labour-led Struggles” (2007) Law,  
Social  Justice and Global  Development @ http://www.go.warwick.ac.uk/elj/lgd/2007_1/okafor 
[27 pages] 

8. Okafor, O.C., “The Precarious Place of Labour Rights and Movements in Nigeria’s Dual 
Economic and Political Transition (1999-2005)” (2007) 51 Journal of African Law 68-94 
(Cambridge University Press)  

9. Okafor, O.C., “‘Righting’, Restructuring, and Rejuvenating Statehood in Africa: The Case for an 
African High Commission on National Minorities” (2005) 13 African Yearbook of International 
Law 43-64 [written and appeared in 2006]. 

10. Okafor, O.C., “Poverty, Agency and Resistance in the Future of International Law: An African 
Perspective” (2006) 27/5 Third World Quarterly 799-814.  

11. Okafor, O.C., “Receiving the Headian Legacy” (2004) Canadian Yearbook of International Law 
425-436 [Written in 2005 and appeared in February 2006] 

12. Okafor, O.C., “Newness, Imperialism, and International Legal Reform in Our Time: A TWAIL 
Perspective” (2005) 43 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 171-191 [A modified version of this paper 
was published as “Globalism, Memory and 9/11: A Critical Third World Perspective” in F. 
Johns, et al, eds., Events: The Force of International Law (Abingdon, U.K.: Routledge, 2011) 

13. Okafor, O.C., “The Third World and International Law “After 9/11”: An Introduction” (2005)  
43 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 1-5 

14. Okafor, O.C., “Do International Human Rights Institutions Matter? The African System on 
Human and Peoples' Rights, Quasi-Constructivism, and the Possibility of Peacebuilding within 
African States” (2004) 8 International Journal of Human Rights 1-38 

15. Okafor, O.C., “Modest Harvests: On the Significant (but Limited) Impact of Human Rights 
NGOs on Legislative and Executive Behaviour in Nigeria” (2004) 48 The Journal of African 
Law 23-49 

16. Okafor, O.C. and P.L. Okoronkwo, “Re-Configuring Non-Refoulement? The Suresh Decision, 
‘Security Relativism’, and the International Human Rights Imperative” (2003) 15 International 
Journal of Refugee Law 30-67 [Cited with approval by the Court of Appeal of New Zealand in 
Attorney-General of New Zealand vs. Zaoui and others (2004) NZCA 244 at paragraphs 147, 
152, & 159] 

17. Okafor, O.C., “Convention Refugeehood, Early Warning Signs, and the Structural Crisis of 
Legitimate Statehood in Contemporary Nigeria” (2003) 9 Buffalo Human Rights Law Review 1-
24 

18.  Okafor, O.C. and Agbakwa, S.C. “On Legalism, Popular Agency and ‘Voices of Suffering’: The 
Nigerian National Human Rights Commission in Context” (2002) Human Rights Quarterly 662-
720 

http://www.go.warwick.ac.uk/elj/lgd/2007_1/okafor�
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19. Okafor, O.C. “Entitlement, Process, and Legitimacy in the Emergent International Law of 

Secession” (2002) 9 International Journal of Minority and Group Rights 41-70 
20. Okafor, O.C. and Agbakwa, S.C. “Re-Imagining International Human Rights Education in Our 

Time: Beyond Three Constitutive Orthodoxies” (2001) 14 Leiden Journal of International Law  
pp. 563-590 

21. Okafor, O.C. "After Matyrdom: International Law, Sub-State Groups, and the Construction of 
Legitimate Statehood in Africa" (2000) 41 Harvard International Law Journal pp.503-528. 

22. Okafor, O.C. "Re-Conceiving "Third World" Legitimate Governance Struggles in Our Time: 
Emergent Imperatives for Rights Activism" (2000) 6 Buffalo Human Rights Law Review 1-38 

23. Burns, P. and Okafor, O. "The United Nations Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment or How it is Still Better to Light a Candle than 
to Curse the Darkness" (1998) 9 Otago Law Review 399-433  

24. Okafor, O.C.,"The Concept of Legitimate Governance in the Contemporary International 
System" (1997) XLIV Netherlands International Law Review 33-60 

25. Okafor, O.C.,"The Global Process of Legitimation and the Legitimacy of Global Governance" 
(1997) 14 Arizona Journal of International and Comparative Law 117-140). 

26.  Okafor, O.C. "Is There a Legitimacy Deficit in International Legal Scholarship and Practice?" 
(1997) 13 (Special Issue) International Insights 91-110. 

27. Okafor, O.C., "Students' Union Courts as Arbitral Tribunals in Nigerian Law: The Case of the 
University of Nigeria" (1997) 8 Australian Dispute Resolution Journal 19-26. 

28. Okafor, O.C. "The Fundamental Right to a Travel Passport under Nigerian Law: An Integrated 
Viewpoint" (1996) 40 Journal of African Law 53-61. 

29. Okafor, O.C. "Between Normative Idealism and National Interest: The Structure and Process of 
Oppression in UN Non/Intervention in African Civil Strife" (1996) 15 Scandinavian Journal of 
Development Alternatives and Area Studies 215. 

30. Okafor, O.C. "The Status and Effect of the Right to Development in Contemporary International 
Law: Towards a South-North Entente" (1995) 7 African Journal of International and 
Comparative Law 865-885. 

31. Okafor, O.C. "What is the True Standard of Proof in Matrimonial Causes?" (1993) 4 JUSTICE-A 
Journal of Contemporary Legal Problems 29-44.   

 
 
Papers in Refereed Conference Proceedings: 

1. Okafor, O.C., "Self-Determination and the Struggle for Ethno-Cultural Autonomy in Nigeria: 
The Zangon-Kataf and Ogoni Problems" (1994) 6 African Society of International and 
Comparative Law Proceedings 88-118. 

2. Okafor, O.C., “Evaluating UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies: Toward a Paradigmatic 
Transition” in (2002) Proceedings of the Canadian Council on International Law (London: 
Kluwer, 2003). 

3. Okafor, O.C., “Viewing International Legal Fragmentation from a Third World Plane” in  
(2005) Proceedings of the Canadian Council on International Law (London: Kluwer, 2006). 

4. Okafor, O.C., “Globalism and Memory in Post-9/11 Human Rights and National Security 
Argumentation” (2006) Proceedings of the Second Annual Raoul Wallenberg International 
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Human Rights Symposium 69. 
 
Technical Reports 

1. Kran, M.V.J., Okafor, O.C., and Buckley, M., et al, Draft Human Rights Manual for 
Judges and Lawyers (Prepared for the United Nations Centre for Human Rights in 1996/97). 
[Contributed four chapters to this Draft United Nations Manual] 
2. C. Essien and O.C. Okafor, Report on Consultations with NGO/CSO Representatives and 
with Researchers in Enugu and Benue States of Nigeria (Prepared for the British 
Council/DFID Access to Justice Program, 2002) 
[Principal author] 

 
Book Reviews: 
1. Will Kymlicka’s Multicultural Citizenship (1996) 11 Canadian Journal of Law and Society 267-
270. 
2. Gregor Noll’s Negotiating Asylum (2001) 19 Refuge 65-67 (with Deanna Santos). 
3. Charlotte Ku and Harold Jacobson, eds., Democratic Accountability and the Use of Force in 
International Law (2004) UBC Law Review 547-555. 
4. Kingsley Moghalu, Rwanda’s Genocide: the Politics of Global Justice (2006) 44 Osgoode Hall 
Law Journal 597-601.  
5. Rachel Murray, Human Rights in Africa: From the OAU to the African Union (2006) 49 African 
Studies Review 173-174. 
 
Other Academic Writing: 
O.C. Okafor and D.C.J. Dakas, “Teaching “Human Rights in Africa” Transnationally: Reflections on 
the Jos-Osgoode Virtual Classroom Experience” (2009) 10 No.6 German Law Journal (special Issue) 
359. 
 
Books in Progress: 

1. Refugee Rights, Security Relativism and National Self-Image after 9/11: A Canada-US 
Comparison [in progress] 

2. Nigerian Human Rights Law [in progress] 
3. Nigerian Immigration and Refugee Law [in progress] 

 
Life-time summary of Publications: 

-Books authored                 3 
-Books co-edited       3 
-Chapters in books       13 
-Special Journal Issues edited or co-edited    3 
-Papers in refereed journals/law reviews    32 
-Papers in refereed conference proceedings                          4 
-Technical reports       2 
-Book reviews        5 

 -Books in progress (listed)      3 
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 -Papers under consideration or in progress (not listed)  4 
 
 
REFEREES: 
Available on request 
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