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MARY JANE MOSSMAN: 2018 

 
ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS 
 
 B.A. (Hons.) McGill University 1967 
 LL.B. Queen's University 1970 
 LL.M. University of London 1971 
 Hon LLD, Law Society of Upper Canada 2004 
 
 Student Awards:  McGill Entrance Scholarship 1964 

Prizes (McGill) 
Queen's Entrance Scholarship 1967 
Undergraduate Prizes (Queen's) 
O.L.S.A. Gavel Award 
Commonwealth Scholarship (UK) 1970 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
January 1977 to July 2017:  

Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Toronto Canada: Tenure granted 1978-79; 
Associate Professor 1977-1989; Professor of Law 1990 to present; University Professor 
2007; Professor Emerita 2017. 

 
Visiting Appointments: 

Distinguished Visiting Mentor, Australian National University (March 2009); Visitor, 
University of Otago Law School (Winter 2007); Visitor, Distinguished Women Scholars 
Programme, University of Victoria (Winter 2004); Visiting Professor, Université d’Aix-
Marseille (Spring 1998); JSPS Fellow, Kobe University, Japan (Winter 1997); Gordon 
Henderson Chair in Human Rights, University of Ottawa (Fall 1995); Visiting Professor, 
Columbia Law School (Fall 1992); Parsons Visitor, Sydney Law School (1992); Visiting 
Professor, Faculty of Law, Queen's University (1990-91); Visiting Woman Scholar, School 
of Public Administration, Queen's University (February 1990); Visiting Professor, Faculty 
of Law, University of Windsor (January 1989); Visitor, Faculty of Law, University of New 
South Wales (1986). 
 

Awards and Research Leaves:  
Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Medal for contributions to Vanier Inst of the Family 
(2012); Lexpert Zenith Award: Leadership for Change (2012); University Professorship 
(2007); SSHRC Bora Laskin Fellowship in Human Rights (2007); Ontario Government, 
Leadership in Faculty Teaching Award (2007); Osgoode Hall Law School Teaching 
Excellence Award (2006 and 2017); Honorary Doctorate (LLD), Law Society of Upper 
Canada (2004); Award of Excellence of the Canadian Association of Law Teachers (2004); 
Medal of the Law Society of Upper Canada (1990); Supporter of the Year Award, 
Advocacy Resource Centre for the Handicapped (1988); CBAO Distinguished Service 
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Award (1987). Bora Laskin Fellowship (2007-2009); Walter Gordon Fellowship, York 
University (2004); Osgoode Hall Research Fellowship (1999); Gordon Henderson Chair 
in Human Rights (University of Ottawa 1995). 

September 1972 to December 1976 
 Faculty of law, University of NSW, Australia (Tenure 1973; Lecturer and Sr Lecturer) 
 
 September 1975 to March 1976: Leave to complete Ontario Bar Admission Course; and 
 Part time faculty, Osgoode Hall Law School 
 
September 1971-August 1972 
 Articling student, Parkdale Community Legal Services; and McCarthy and McCarthy 
 
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
 
1975: Barrister of the Supreme Court of New South Wales and the High Court of Australia; 
1977: Barrister and Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Ontario (completion of Bar Admission Course)  

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
University of   Property and Equity 
New South Wales:  Australian Constitutional Law 

Introduction to Law* 
 
Osgoode Hall  Property I and II* 
  Law School:  Real Estate Transactions 

Family Law* 
Clinical Seminars, Parkdale Community Legal Services* 
Law, Gender, Equality* (formerly Women and the Law*) 
Feminist Legal Theory* 
Advanced Family Law* and Family Law Policy* 
Legal Drafting 

 
 
Special Teaching Gender Equality in the Department of Justice* (Commissioned 
  Programs:   by the Department of Justice 1996) 

Gender Equality in the Legal Profession* (Commissioned by Toronto law firms 
1993-97) 

Civil Law/Common Law Exchange Program,* Dalhousie University (1978-80; 
1984-87 and 1989-95) 

Women and the Law, York University (public education 1978 and 1979)  
Bar Admission Course, Ontario: Programs on legal aid* (1980-81); legal ethics 

(1983-84); and women lawyers* (1986-8) 
Policy Seminar (Family and Public Policy*), School of Public   

Administration, Queen's University (1988) 
 

 * Teaching materials prepared 
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Graduate Supervision 
1977 to 1978:  Neil Boyd (LL.M. 1978) 
1978 to 1979:  Holly Solomon (Clinical LL.M. candidate: withdrawn) 
1983 to 1989:  Lynne Pearlman (LL.M. 1989) 
1985 to 1988:  Maeve Doggett (LL.M. 1988) 
1986 to 1989:  Erika Abner (LL.M. 1989) 
1986 to 1989:  Elizabeth Pickett (LL.M. 1989) 
1987 to 1989:  Jacqueline Sealy (LL.M. 1989)  
1989 to 1990:  Gillian More (LL.M. 1990) 
1990 to 1992:  Mary Beth Valentine (M.P.A. Queen's Univ. 1992) 
1990 to 1994:  Rosemary Ofei-Aboagye (Ph.D. 1994) 
1990 to 1996:  Ian Morrison (LL.M. candidate: withdrawn) 
1993 to 1995:  Nicole Tellier (LL.M. candidate: transferred) 
1996 to 2000:  Lara Karaian (MA 2000) 
1997 to 1998:  Murray Russell (MPA Queen’s Univ. 1998) 
2000 to 2002:  Rose Voyvodic (LLM Ottawa 2002) 
2000 to 2005:  Fiona Sampson (D Jur 2005) 
2002 to 2006:  Elizabeth Archampong (D Jur 2006) 
2002 to 2007:  Winnifred Kamau (D Jur 2007) 
2002 to 2003:  Sarah Baker (MA York University 2003) 
2003 to 2010:  Jeremy Johnston (D Jur 2010) 
2005 to 2006:  Karen Schucher (LLM 2006) 
2006 to 2014:  Karen Schucher (PhD 2014) 
2006 to 2010:  Sapna Butany-Goyal (LLM 2010) 
2007 to 2009:  Ron Ellis (PhD 2009) 
2007 to 2010:  Grace Park (LLM 2010) 
2007 to 2014:  Lois Winstock (PhD 2014) 
2008 to 2010:  Lily Pourzand (LLM 2010) 
2008 to 2009:  Chantal Morton (PhD 2009) 
2008 to 2009:  Noel Semple (LLM 2009) 
 
1998 to 2001:  Co-Director, Part Time LLM Programme in Real Property Law 
 
In addition to supervision of graduate students, I was a member of supervisory committees for many 
students at Osgoode, and I have been an external examiner for a large number of graduate theses and 
dissertations at other universities in Canada and elsewhere. I have also regularly reviewed external 
promotion and tenure applications.  

PUBLICATIONS and RESEARCH 
 
Books 
 
Families and the Law, 2nd Captus Edition 2015 (with Natasha Bakht, Vanessa Gruben, and Karen Pearlston). 
 
Families and the Law in Canada: Cases and Commentary (Concord: First Captus Edition 2012; 1st edition: 
Toronto: Emond-Montgomery Publishing, 2004); new edition forthcoming 2019.  
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Property Law: Cases and Commentary (Toronto: Emond-Montgomery Publications, 2013): co-authored with 
Philip Girard, 3rd edition; new edition forthcoming 2018. 
 
Property Law: Cases and Commentary (Toronto: Emond-Montgomery Publications): co-authored with William 
F Flanagan: 1st edition 1997; 2nd edition 2004 
 
Reconsidering Knowledge: Feminism and the Academy, co edited with Meg Luxton (Winnipeg: Fernwood Press, 
2012) 
 
The First Women Lawyers: A Comparative Study of Gender, Law and the Legal Professions (Oxford: Hart 
Publishing, 2006) 
 
 
In progress: 
Engendering Law in Ontario: Women Lawyers 1890s to 1970s 
 
Gender and the Reform of “Family Property” Law in Canada: Historical Patterns of Continuity and Change 
(SSHRC-funded project, 2011- 2018): MS in progress. 
 
 
Guest Editor 
(2007) 45:4 Osgoode Hall Law Journal: “Feminism and Law”  
 
The Judiciary as Third Branch of Government: Manifestations and Challenges to Legitimacy (Montréal: 
Canadian Institute for the Administration of Justice: 1999); co-edited with Ghislaine Otis 
 
 
Articles and Book Chapters 
 
Submitted/forthcoming 
“Families, Property and ‘Family Property’: The Reform of Ontario Family Property, 1978” (in progress) 
 
“‘Herculean Obstacles and Intrepid Complainants”: The Sex Discrimination Complaint at Osgoode Hall Law 
School, 1987-1994" in Ulrike Schultz, ed, Gender and Careers in the Legal Academy (Oxford and Portland, OR: 
Hart Publishing, forthcoming) 
 
Published 
“Reflections on Researching the First Women Lawyers” in Judith Bourne, ed, First Women Lawyers in Great 
Britain and the Empire Record, vol 1 (Twickenham, London: St Mary’s University, 2016) 
 
“Precedents, Patterns and Puzzles: Feminist Reflections on the First Women Lawyers” in Evolving Challenges: 
An International Retrospective on Feminist Legal Theory (2016 LAWS (MDPI online: 
www.mdpi.com/journal/laws) 
 
“Equity and ‘Family’ Relationships: Cohabitation and Constructive Trusts” in Mark R Gillen and Faye 
Woodman, eds., The Law of Trusts: A Contextual Approach, 3rd ed.  (Toronto: Emond-Montgomery Publishing, 
2015) 
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“Women Lawyers and Women’s Equality Movements in the late 19th Century: Reflections on Women in Law 
and the Rise of Féminisme” in Eva Schandevyl, ed., Women in Law and Law-Making in Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Century Europe (Brussels: Ashgate, 2014). 
 
“Gender, Feminism and Professionalism in Law: Reflections on Women and Judicial Appointment” in U Schultz 
and G Shaw, eds., Gender and Judging (Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2013). 
 
“Private Property and the Public Interest: (Re)Telling the Stories of Principles, Places and Parties” (a 
commentary on the essay collection) in Eric Tucker, Bruce Ziff and James Muir, eds, Property Stories (Toronto: 
Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History, 2012). 
 
“Introduction: Reconsidering Feminist Knowledge” (with M Luxton) in M Luxton and MJ Mossman, eds, 
Reconsidering Knowledge: Feminism in the Academy (Winnipeg, Fernwood Press, 2012). 
 
“Woman Lawyers and Women’s Legal Equality: Reflections on Women Lawyers at the 1893 World’s 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago” (2012) 87:1 Chicago-Kent Law Review 503 
 
“Le Féminism and Professionalism in Law: Reflections on the History of Women Lawyers” in Martha Fineman, 
ed., Transforming the Boundaries of Law (New York: Routledge, 2011) 9. 
 
“Comparing and Understanding Legal Aid Priorities” (2010)  45:2 Windsor Review of Legal and Social 
Issues (with Karen Schucher and Claudia Schmeing; a major project originally commissioned by Legal Aid 
Ontario).  
 
“The First Women Lawyers: A Comparative Study of Gender, Law and the Legal Professions” in E 
Schandevyl, S Bollen and M De Metsenaere, eds. In Haar Recht: Vrouwe Justitia Feministisch Bekeken 
(Brussels: VUB Press, 2009) 15.  
 
“Gender and Professionalism in Law: The Challenge of (Women’s) Biography” (2009) 27 Windsor 
Yearbook of Access to Justice 19. 
  
“Bertha Wilson: ‘Silences’ in a Woman’s Life Story” in Kimberley Brooks, ed., One Woman’s Difference: The 
Contributions of Justice Bertha Wilson (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2009) 297. 
 
“‘The Law as a Profession for Women’: A Century of Progress?” (2009) Australian Feminist Law Journal (the 
Allan Hope Southey Lecture, Melbourne University, March 2009). 
 
“‘Contextualizing’ Bertha Wilson: Wilson as a Woman in Law in Mid-Twentieth Century Canada” in Jamie 
Cameron, ed., Reflections on the Legacy of Justice Bertha Wilson (Toronto: Irwin Law, 2009) 1. 
 
“The First Women Lawyers: Gender Equality and Professionalism in Law” in Margaret Beare, ed, Honouring 
Social Justice (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2008). 
 
“‘Piecemeal Progress and Circumscribed Success’: Equality and the Experiences of the First Women Lawyers” 
in Rosemary Hunter, ed, Re-Thinking Equality Projects in Law: Feminist Challenges (Oxford: Hart Publishing, 
2008) 149. 
 
“Equity and ‘Family’ Relationships: Cohabitation and Constructive Trusts” in Mark R Gillen and Faye 
Woodman, eds., The Law of Trusts: A Contextual Approach, 2nd ed.  (Toronto: Emond-Montgomery Publishing, 
2008). 
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“‘New Questions’ about Women’s Access to the Legal Professions’ (2008) 11:4 University of Otago Law Review 
1 (The Ethel Benjamin Lecture, Otago University Law School, 2007). 
 
“The First Women Lawyers: ‘Piecemeal Progress and Circumscribed Success’” (The Walter L Gordon Lecture) 
(2007) 45:2 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 379. 
 
“Legal Education as a Strategy for Change in the Legal Profession” in E Sheehy and S McIntyre, eds., Calling 
for Change (Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press, 2006) 
 
“Defining Moments for Women as Lawyers: Reflections on the Impact of Numerical Gender Equality” 
(2005) 17:1 Canadian Journal of Women and the Law. 
 
“Cornelia Sorabji: A ‘Woman in Law’ in India in the 1890s” (2004) 16:1 Canadian Journal of Women and 
the Law 54. 
 
“Choices and Commitments for Women: Challenging the Supreme Court of Canada in the Context of 
Social Assistance” (2004) 42:4 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 615. 
 
“‘Les Personnes et La Famille’: Reflections on the Contribution of Justice Claire L’Heureux-Dubé” in Marie-
Claire Belleau et François Lacasse, eds., Claire L’Heureux-Dubé at the Supreme Court of Canada, 1987-2002 
(Québec: Wilson & Lafleur Ltée, 2004). 
 
“Access to Justice in Family Law Matters: The Impact of Justice L’Heureux-Dubé” in Elizabeth Sheehy, ed., 
Adding Feminism to Law: The Contributions of Justice Claire L’Heureux-Dubé (Toronto: Irwin Law Inc, 2004). 
 
“Conversations about Families in Canadian Courts and Legislatures: Are there ‘Lessons’ for the United States?” 
(2003) 32:1 Hofstra Law Review 171. 
 
“Legal Education as a Strategy for Change in the Legal Profession” (2003) 10:2 International Journal of the 
Legal Profession 149 (republished in Calling for Change, above). 
 
“Re-Thinking Access to Criminal Justice in Canada: A Critical Review of Needs and Responses” (with Dr. 
Patricia Hughes) (2002) Windsor Journal of Legal and Social Issues 1. 
 
“Engendering the Legal Profession: The Education Strategy” in U. Schultz and G. Shaw, eds. Women in the 
World’s Legal Professions (Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2002). 
 
“Justice, Technology and the Struggle for Hope” in (2002) University of New Brunswick Law Journal 49. 
 
“A Constitutional Right to Civil Legal Aid in Canada” in Canadian Bar Association, Making the Case: the Right 
to Publicly-Funded Legal Representation in Canada (Ottawa: CBA, 2002), with Cindy L. Baldassi. 
 
“Gender Equality Education and the Legal Profession” (2000) 12 Supreme Court Law Review, 2nd series 187. 
 
"Gender Equality and the Canadian Charter: 'Making Rights Work' for Women?" in P.Thomas and P. Smith, 
eds., Making Rights Work (Oxford: Blackwell Pubs., 1999). 
 
“Le Féminisme et le Droit: Défis et Orientations” (1998) 10 Canadian Journal of Women and the Law 1. 
 
“Achieving Gender Equality: Legal Principles and Social Arrangements” (1998) 32 University of Kobe LR 21. 
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“Child Support or Support for Children? Re-Thinking the ‘Public’ and ‘Private’ in Family Law” (the Viscount 
Bennett Lecture) (1997) 46 UNB Law Journal 63. 
 
"Family Law and Social Assistance: Rethinking Equality" (with Ms. Morag MacLean) in Patricia Evans and 
Gerda Wekerle, eds., Women and the Canadian Welfare State (Toronto: U of Toronto Press: 1997) 117. 
"The Charter and Access to Justice in Canada" in D. Schneiderman and K. Sutherland, eds., Charting the 
Charter: The Impact of Charter Rights on Canadian Law and Politics (Toronto: U of Toronto Press: 1997). 
 
"The Paradox of Feminist Engagement with Law" in N. Mandell, ed., Feminist Issues: Race, Class and Sexuality 
(Prentice Hall: 1994); 2d edition (Toronto: Prentice Hal, 1997). 
 
"Gender Issues in Teaching Methods: Reflections on Shifting the Paradigm" (1995), 6 Legal Education Review 
129. 
 
"The Use of Non-Discriminatory Language in Law" (1995), 20 International Legal Practitioner 8; and (1994), 
73 Canadian Bar Rev. 347. 
 
"Challenging 'Hidden' Assumptions: (Women) Lawyers and Family Life" in M. Fineman and I. Karpin, ed., 
Mothers in Law (New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 1995). 
 
"Gender Equality, Family Law and Access to Justice" (1994), Int. J. of Law and the Family 357.  
 
"'Running Hard to Stand Still': The Paradox of Family Law Reform" (the Horace E. Read Memorial Lecture, 
Dalhousie Law School) (1994), 17 Dalhousie Law Journal 5. 
"Lawyers and Family Life: New Directions for the 1990's" (1994), 2 Feminist Legal Studies, 61 (Part I); and 159 
(Part II). 
 
"Gender Equality and Legal Aid Services" (1993), 15 Sydney Law Review 30. 
 
"Policy Options for Civil Legal Aid Services in Canada" (1993), 4 Windsor R. of Legal and Social Issues 1. 
 
"Gender Bias and the Legal Profession: Challenges and Choices" in J. Brockman and D. Chunn, eds., 
Investigating Gender Bias: Law, Courts, and the Legal Profession (Scarborough: Thompson Education Pub, 
1993) 147. 
 
"Justice and the Family: Reflections on the 'Family' in the Work of Justice Wilson" (1992), 15 Dalhousie L.J. 
115. 
 
"'Les Belles Soeurs': Unquiet Questions About Gender and Family Justice" (1992) 17 Queen's Law Journal 465. 
 
"Feminism and 'Re-visioning' Law: Toward a General Theory" in H. Dumont, ed., Femmes et Droit (Les Editions 
Thémis: 1991) 191.   (Presented to the 50th Anniversary Conference of Women in Law, Montréal 1991). 
 
"Shoulder to Shoulder: Gender and Access to Justice" (1991), 10 Windsor Yearbook of Access to Justice 351 
(Presented to the 10th Anniversary Conference of the Yearbook). 
 
"A Matter of Simple Justice: Assessing the Report of the Royal Commission on the Status of Women in Canada" 
(1990), 22 Ottawa L.R. 573 (with Erika Abner and Elizabeth Pickett). 
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"Women Lawyers in Twentieth Century Canada : Re-Thinking the Image of Portia" in R. Graycar, ed., 
Dissenting Opinions: Feminist Explorations in Law and Society (Sydney: Allen and Unwin, 1990) 80. 
 
"Access to Civil Justice: A Review of Canadian Academic Legal Scholarship 1977-1987" in A. Hutchinson, ed., 
Access to Civil Justice (Toronto: Carswell, 1990).  (With Ms. Heather Ritchie; presented to the National 
Conference on Access to Civil Justice, 1988). 
 
"Educating Men and Women for Service Through Law: Osgoode Hall Law School 1963-1988" (1988), 11 
Dalhousie L.J. 885. 
 
"'Invisible' Constraints on Lawyering and Leadership: The Case of Women Lawyers" (1988), 20 Ottawa L. R. 
567.  (Presented to the Australian Law and Society Conference, Sydney 1987). 
 
Individualism and Community: Family as a Mediating Concept" in A. Hutchinson and L. Green, eds., Law and 
Community: The End of Individualism? (Toronto: Carswell, 1988).  (Presented to the O.H.L.S. Annual Lectures 
1988). 
 
"Property Developments in the Supreme Court of Canada: 1985-86" (1987), 9 Supreme Court L.R. 419. 
 
"Feminism and Legal Method - The Difference it Makes" (1986), 3 Australian Journal of Law and Society 30; 
(1987), 3 Wisc. Women's L.J. 147; M. Fineman and N. Thomadsen, eds., At the Boundaries of Law: Feminism 
and Legal Theory (New York: Routledge, Chapman & Hall, 1990) 283; D. Kelly Weisberg, ed., Feminist Legal 
Theory (New Orleans: Temple Univ. Press, 1993); and Tina Loo and Lorna McLean, eds., Law and Society in 
Canada (Toronto: Copp, Clark, Longman, 1994). 
 
"Portia's Progress: Women as Lawyers - Reflections on Past and Future" (1988), 8 Windsor Yearbook of Access 
to Justice 252 [presented to L.S.U.C. Continuing Legal Education Programme (1986), and CBAO Annual 
Institute (1988)]. 
 
"Family Law and Social Welfare in Canada", in Ivan Bernier and André Lajoie, Family Law and Social Welfare 
Legislation in Canada (Toronto: U. of Toronto Press, 1986) at 43. 
 
"Family Law and Social Welfare: Toward a New Equality" (1986), 5 Canadian Journal of Family Law 79 (with 
Ms. Morag MacLean; presented to the meeting of the CALT Family Law Section, 1985). 
 
"Property Cases in the Supreme Court of Canada 1984-85" (1986), 8 Supreme Court Law Review 319. 
 
"Toward Equality Through Legal Aid in Canada" (1986), 21 Journal of Canadian Studies 96 (with Ernie 
Lightman). 
 
"Toward 'New Property' and 'New Scholarship': An Assessment of Canadian Property Scholarship" (1985), 23 
Osgoode Hall Law Journal 633. 
 
"'Otherness' and the Law School: A Comment on Teaching Gender Equality" (1985), 1 Can. J. Women and the 
Law 213. 
 
"Gender, Equality, and the Charter" in Rosalie S. Abella, Research Studies of the Commission on Equality in 
Employment (Ontario: Min. Supply and Services, 1985) at 299. 
 
"The Charter and the Right to Legal Aid" (1985), 1 Law and Social Policy 21. 
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"Developments in Property Law: the 1983-84 Term" (1985), 7 Supreme Court L.R. 355. 
 
"Salary or Fee-for-Service in Delivering Legal Aid Services: Theory and Practice in Canada" (1984), 10 Queen's 
L.J. (with Ernie Lightman). 
 
"Community Legal Clinics in Ontario" (1983), Windsor Yearbook of Access to Justice 375 (Presented to the 
Nelson Clarke Symposium on Legal Clinics, 1983). 
 
"Women and Work and the Canadian Human Rights Act" in Resources for Feminist Research, fall 1979 (with 
Ms. Julie Jai; presented to the CALT Conference, 1978). 
 
"Decision-Making by Welfare Tribunals: the Australian Experience" (1979), 29 University of Toronto Law 
Journal 218. 
 
"The Baxter Case: De Facto Marriage and Social Welfare Policy" (1977), 2 University of New South Wales Law 
Journal 1 (Presented to the AULSA Conference, New Zealand, 1976). 
 
"The Baxter Case: Social Security and Cohabitation Policy in Practice" (1976), 2 Leg. Serv. Bull. (No. 3) 66. 
 
"Purchasing, Leasing and Mortgaging Land" in Law for the People (Sydney: Penguin, 1976). 
 
"De Facto Marriage and the Social Services Act" (1975), 1 Leg. Serv. Bull. (No. 10) 257. 
 
"Legal Aid in N.S.W. - Politics and Policies" (1975), 47 Australian Quarterly (No.1) 6 (with Dr. S. Ross). 
 
"Clinical Legal Education: Challenging the Ghost of Langdell" (1973), Tipstaff (UNSW). 
 
"The Ontario Board of Review: An examination of Some Decisions" (1972), 1 Bull, Can. Welfare Law (No. 2) 
6. 
 
You and the Law (Queens' 1971) A pamphlet about legal rights, 7th ed. 
 
 
Reports for Government, etc. 
 
“Comparing and Understanding Legal Aid Priorities” (Legal Aid Ontario, 2009, with assistance from Karen 
Schucher, PhD candidate and Claudia Schmeing, Osgoode LLB class 2010) 
 
“A Constitutional Right to Civil Legal Aid in Canada?” (Canadian Bar Association, Ottawa: 2001, with Cindy 
Baldassi) 
 
“Re-Thinking Access to Criminal Justice in Canada” (Department of Justice, Ottawa: 2001, co-authored with 
Dr. Patricia Hughes) 
 
"Gender Equality and the Legal Profession" (Materials for Seminars on Gender Equality and Lawyers: 1995) 
 
"Work and Family in the Legal Profession: Re-Thinking the Questions" (CBA National Conference of the Task 
Force on Gender Equality in the Legal Profession: 1992). 
 
"Gender Equality and Legal Aid Services" for Department of Justice, 1992. 
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"Civil Legal Aid in Canada: Policy Options" for Department of Justice, 1990. 
 
"Submission to the Royal Commission on Reproductive Technology" for Vanier Institute of the Family (Draft), 
1990. 
 
"A Report on Bill 42: An Act to Regulate the Activities of Paralegal Agents" for CBAO Council, 1986. 
 
"Family Law and Social Welfare in Canada" for the Royal Commission on the Economic Union and 
Development Prospects for Canada (the MacDonald Commission) 1984. 
 
"Gender, Equality and the Charter" for the Commission of Inquiry on Equality in Employment (the Abella 
Commission) 1984. 
 
"Income Assistance and the Charter" for the Charter of Rights Education Fund (1983-84). 
"Independence and Accountability: Evolving the Principles" for the Ontario Association of Legal Clinics (1984). 
 
"Legal Services and Community Development: Competing or Compatible Activities", for the Ontario 
Association of Legal Clinics, Conference on Community Development, 1984. 
 
"The Charter of Rights and Community Clinics in Ontario", for the L.S.U.C. Conference on Legal Aid Clinics 
and the Charter, 1983. 
 
"Legal Aid in Canada", for the VIIth International Congress on Procedural Law, Wurzburg, 1983. 
 
"University Clinics and Student Legal Aid Societies: A Review" for the Ontario Legal Aid Plan (1981). 
 
"Issues in Law and Social Security" in Aust. Gov. Pub. Serv., Essays on Law and Poverty: Bail and Social 
Security (1976). 
 
 
Shorter Reviews and Comments 
 
Submitted/forthcoming 
 
Review of Archana Parshar and Francesdo Dominello, The Family in Law (Melbourne: Cambridge University 
Press, 2017) in Canadian Journal of Family Law (forthcoming). 
 
“Cornelia Sorabji” prepared for Rosemary Auchmuty and Erica Rackley, eds, Women’s Legal Landmarks, a 
project in honour of the 1919 Sex Discrimination (Removal) Act, UK.  

Published 
 
“Gender and Judging: Reflections on ‘Sisters in Law’”: A Review of Linda Hirshman, Sisters in Law: How 
Sandra Day O’Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg Went to the Supreme Court of Canada and Changed the World 
(New York: Harper Collins, 2015), in (2017) 29 Canadian Journal of Women and the Law. 
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“Telling the Stories of Women in Law,” a review of Hilary Heilbron, Rose Heilbron, The Story of England’s 
First Woman Queen’s Counsel and Judge (Oxford and Portland OR: Hart Publishing, 2012) in (2014) 26 
Canadian Journal of Women and the Law 451. 
 
“‘Becoming Lawyers’: The Early History of Women in Law” (2011) 32: 4 For the Defence 22. 
 
Review of Barbara Babcock, Woman Lawyer: The Trials of Clara Shortridge Foltz (Stanford: Stanford 
University Press 2011) in (2010) 5 California Legal History: Journal of the California Supreme Court Historical 
Society 339.  
 
“(Re)Examining Feminism and Justice,” a review of Amanda Glasbeek, Feminized Justice: The Toronto 
Women’s Court 1913-1934 (Vancouver: UBC Press 2009) in (2011) 23:1 Canadian J of Women and the Law 
385. 
 
Review of Carol Smart, Personal Life: New Directions in Sociological Thinking (Cambridge, UK: Polity, 2007) 
in (2009) Can J of Women and the Law. 
 
Review of Robert Sharpe and Patricia McMahon, The Persons Case: The Origins and Legacy of the Fight for 
Legal Personhood (Toronto: U of Toronto Press, 2007) in (2008) Ottawa Law Journal. 
 
Review of Ursula Franklin, The Ursula Franklin Reader: Pacifism as a Map (Toronto: Between the Lines, 2006) 
in (2007) 45:4 Osgoode Hall Law Journal. 
 
Review of Richard Collier and Sally Sheldon, eds, Fathers’ Rights Activism and Law Reform in Comparative 
Perspective (Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2007) in (2007) Canadian Journal of Family Law 123. 
 
Review of Jill Norgren, Belva Lockwood: The Woman who would be President (New York, New York University 
Press, 2007) in (2007) Canadian Journal of Law and Society 164. 
 
“Persons and Politics in the Transition to Post Colonialism in India,” a review of Suparna Gooptu, Cornelia 
Sorabji: India’s Pioneer Woman Lawyer (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2006); and Rina Verma 
Williams, Postcolonial Politics and Personal Laws: Colonial Legal Legacies and the Indian State (New Delhi: 
Oxford University Press, 2006) in (2007) The Indian Economic and Social History Review. 
 
Review of Susan B. Boyd Child Custody, Law and Women’s Work (Oxford University Press: 2003) in National 
Association of Women and the Law, Jurisfemme (Fall 2003). 
 
“The Challenge of Gendered Work in the Legal Profession”: a review of Hilary Sommerlad and Peter Sanderson  
Gender, Choice and Commitment: Women Solicitors in England and Wales and the Struggle for Equal Status 
(Aldershot: Ashcroft/Dartmouth, 1998) in (2001) 39:4 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 870. 
 
“New Brunswick v. G. (J.): ‘An Unusual Case’?” (2000) 12 Canadian Journal of Women and the Law 490. 
 
“A Comment on New Brunswick v. G.(J.)” for Matrimonial Affairs (CBAO, Toronto: 2000) 
 
Review of Patricia M Crotty Women and Family Law: Connecting the Public and the Private (New York: Peter 
Lang, 1997) in (1999) Review of Constitutional Studies 109. 
 
Review of S Ehrlich Martin and N C Jurik Doing Justice, Doing Gender: Women in Law and Criminal Justice 
Occupations (Thousand Oaks, Calif: Sage Publications, 1996) in (1998) 7 Social and Legal Studies 287. 
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Review of F Zemans and P Monahan From Crisis to Reform: A New Legal Aid Plan for Ontario  (Toronto: York 
University Centre for Public Law and Public Policy, 1997) in (1998) 16 Windsor Yearbook of Access to Justice 
261. 
 
“Human Rights in the Legal Profession: Education as a Strategy for Change” (1996) Human Rights Bulletin #30 
(HRREC, University of Ottawa) 
 
"Bertha Wilson" for Rebecca Mae Salokar and Mary L. Volcansek, eds. Women in Law: A Bio-Bibliographical 
Sourcebook (Greenwood Press: 1996). 
 
"Families and Family Law" in C. Andrew and S. Rodgers, eds., Women and the Canadian State (McGill-Queens: 
1995). 
 
"Lawyers and Family Life?  A Review of the CBA Task Force on Gender Equality" (1994), 7 Can. J. of Women 
and the Law 238. 
 
"The Paradox of Family Law Reform" (1993) CBA Feminist Law News; and in revised form (1994), 24 # 24 
York Gazette 2. 
 
"Women and the (Legal) Academy: A Paradigm Shift?" (1992), 6 Socio-Legal Bulletin 11. 
 
"On Sleepwalking, Surveys and the Law Schools" in (1992), 99 Queen's Quarterly 240. 
 
Review of R. Graycar and J. Morgan, The Hidden Gender of Law (Federation Press: 1990) and B. Dawson, ed., 
A Chronology of Women and Law in Canada and Women, Law and Social Change (Captus Press: 1990) in 
(1992) 5:2 Can. J. of Women and the Law 521. 
 
"Constitutional Reform and the Feminization of Poverty" in David Schneiderman, ed., Conversations: Women 
and Constitutional Reform (Centre for Constitutional Studies: 1991) 83. 
 
"Celebrating a New Direction in Graduate Legal Studies" in Jurisprudence Papers (Carleton University: 1991). 
 
Review of M. Thornton, The Liberal Promise (Oxford Univ. Press: 1990) in (1991), 9 Law in Context 126. 
 
Review of P. Girard and J. Phillips, eds., Essays in the History of Canadian Law, Volume III: Nova Scotia (The 
Osgoode Society: 1990) in (1991), 70 Can. Bar Rev. 787. 
 
"Re-Thinking the Feminization of Poverty" in (1990), Jurisfemme (#2) 7. 
 
"A Paradigm Shift in Canadian Law Schools?" in "Women in Scholarship: One Step Forward, Two Steps Back?" 
(Proceedings of the Royal Society of Canada, 1990). 
 
"The Past as Prologue: Women and the Law" in Lawyering and Legal Education into the 21st Century: Seminars 
in Honour of the 75th Anniversary of Manitoba Law School (Legal Research Institute: 1990). 
 
Review of M.A. Glendon, Abortion and Divorce in Western Law: American Failures and European Challenges 
(Harv. U. Press: 1987) in (1989-90), 3 Can. J. Women and the Law 650. 
 
Review of Eekelaar and Maclean, Maintenance After Divorce (Clarendon Press, Oxford: 1986) in (1989), 3 Can. 
J. Women and the Law 293. 
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Review of Council of Universities (Committee on Status of Women), Employment Equity for Women: A 
University Handbook (1988) in "The Second Decade" (York University: 1988). 
 
"Sexual Equality and University Sport" (York University, Nellie Langford Rowell Library: 1987). 
 
Review of Bayefsky and Eberts, Equality Rights (Carswell: 1985) in (1987), 66 Can. Bar Rev. 185. 
 
"The Family Law Act" for Transition, the newsletter of the Vanier Institute of the Family (December 1986). 
 
Review of Weitzman, The Divorce Revolution: The Unexpected Social and Economic Consequences for Women 
and Children in America (Macmillian, Inc. 1985) in (1986), 5 Can. J. Family Law 341. 
 
Review of O'Donovan, Sexual Differences in Law (Weidenfeld and Nicholson: 1985) in (1986), 35 U. of New 
Brunswick L.J. 221. 
 
Review of Chester, Unequal Access: Women Lawyers in a Changing America (Bergin and Garvey, Mass: 1985) 
in (1986), 2 Can. J. Women and the Law 178. 
 
"Research in Legal Education" (1984), 4 Orientations (York University). 
 
Entry on "Legal Aid" for New Canadian Encyclopedia 1984; and 1997. 
 
Review of Belobaba and Gertner, eds., The New Constitution and the Charter of Rights: Fundamental Strategies 
(1982), 4 Supreme Court L.R. in (1984) Can. Human Rights Y.B. 291. 
 
Review of Creighton, Working Women and the Law (Mansell: 1979) in (1980), 9 Resources for Feminist 
Research 46. 
 
Review of McCaughan, Legal Status of Married Women in Canada (1977) in (1978) 1 Can. J. Family Law 608. 
 
Review of Rossie, Berk, Erdson, The Roots of Urban Discontent: Public Policy, Municipal Institutions and the 
Ghetto (1974) in 1975 Australian Social Science Review. 
 
 
Recent Research Grants and Contracts 
2011-2018: SSHRC Standard Research Grant for project “Gender and the Reform of “Family Property” Law in 
Canada: Historical Patterns of Continuity and Change” 
2010: Foundation for Legal Research for project, Families and the Law in Canada (awarded but declined) 
2008-2009: Legal Aid Ontario contract re priorities for legal aid research project on priorities for legal aid 
2007-2008: Leadership in Faculty Teaching Award (LIFT) 
2007-2009: Bora Laskin Fellowship and research stipend 
2006-2010: Harry Arthurs Collaborative Research Grant: the GenderJustice project 
2004-2005: Walter L Gordon Fellowship, York University 
2002-2003: Foundation for Legal Research for project “The New Family Law” 
2001-2004: SSHRC Standard Research Grant for project “Engendering Law: Women and the Legal Profession” 
2000-2001: Department of Justice, Canada: Project on “Re-Thinking Access to Criminal Justice” (with Dr. 
Patricia Hughes) 
2001: Canadian Bar Association: Project on “A Constitutional Right to Civil Legal Aid in Canada?” 
1999: SSHRC Travel Grant re project on “Women in the Legal Professions” (Onati Workshop, July 1999) 
1998- 2005: Osgoode Society for Legal History for project on “Women in the Canadian Legal Profession”  
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
Osgoode Hall Law School: 
 Associate Dean (1986-1987) and Assistant Dean (1983-1985): 
  Responsibility for defined job description duties as well as service, ex officio, on several 

committees,including Admissions, Academic Standing, Academic Policy, Recruitment, Research 
Advisory, etc. 
Also responsible for creation of academic support program for mature students, reorganization of course 
in Legal Research and Writing, and some supervision of background work for new initiatives in access 
admissions. 

 
 Director, Institute for Feminist Legal Studies (2002-2010). 

Faculty member responsible for supervision of fund-raising and chair of advisory committee 
(1984-1987 and 1993-2005) for Barbara Betcherman Memorial Lecture. 

 
 Faculty member responsible for GenderJustice Collaborative Research Group at Osgoode. 
 
Faculty member responsible for annual selection process for the Helena Orton Memorial Scholarship, and Mary 

Jane Mossman Graduate Scholarship. 
 
Other Osgoode administration (1977-2017): 
 

Member, Archives Committee (2009 to 2015); Chair, Library Committee (2002-2004 and 2011-2014); 
Member, Library Committee (2013-2014); Member, Graduate Studies Committee (2016-2017); 
Member, Research and Seminars Committee (2013-2014; and 2016-2017); Member, Senate Tenure and 
Appeals Committee (2012-2015); Chair, Faculty Council (2000-2001); Board, Parkdale Community 
Legal Services (2000-2001); Chair, Advisory Committee on Legal Research and Writing Programme 
(1997-1999); Chair, Academic Policy Committee (1993-94 and 1997-98); Previous memberships: 
Graduate Studies Committee; Admissions Committee; Academic Standards Committee; Gender 
Equality Committee; CLASP Review Committee; Clinical Education Committee; Legal Research and 
Writing Hiring Committee; Placement and Development Committee; Special Committee on African-
Canadian Equality; Ad Hoc Committee on Student Satisfaction; Women Lawyers Project; Teaching 
Development Committee.  

 
Other York administration (1977- 2017): 
 

York University Senate (Osgoode representative); Senate Executive Committee; Senate Committee on 
Research; Background planning committees, Centre for Feminist Research and Graduate Programme in 
Women's Studies; Implementation Committee, Faculty of Graduate Studies; Advisory Committee, 
Status of Women Office at York; Advisory Board, Centre for the Support of Teaching; Board, Nellie 
Langford Rowell Library and representative to Executive Committee, School of Women’s Studies. 

 
 
Ontario Legal Aid Plan (1979-1982): 
 

Clinic Funding Manager: Responsibility to Clinic Funding Committee and the Law Society of Upper 
Canada for policy, planning and administration of 40 community legal clinics, in 1982 employing 200 
staff (including 50 lawyers) and with annual expenditures of $7.5 million. First holder of this position 
following Grange Commission, 1978. 
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Direct supervision of head office staff of 6 persons; liaison with Law Society of Upper Canada, Ministry 
of the Attorney-General, other legal aid service personnel and local Bar Associations throughout 
Ontario; and responsible for implementing regulations pursuant to the Legal Aid Act and for financial 
accountability within clinic system.  

PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
 
Canada: 
 

Friends of Community Legal Clinics in Ontario (2009-present); Administrative Committee Chair, 
CAW/Unifor Legal Services Plan (1997 to present); Volunteer Alumni Board, Vanier Institute of the 
Family; Independent Adjudicator re Grandview Agreement, Ministry of the Attorney-General (1996 to 
1998); Academic Consultant on Charter Litigation for Canadian Bar Association (2003 to 2011), LEAF 
(1998 to 2000), and Clinic Resource Office (1997 to 1999); Advisory Committee Member, Cross-
Gender Staffing Monitoring Project, Corrections Canada (1998 to 2001); Advisor re access to justice 
litigation, Canadian Bar Association; working groups for SCC intervenor briefs for LEAF and NAWL. 

 
Advisory Board, Commonwealth Law Journal (2015 to present): International Editorial Board, 
Comparative Legal History Journal (2012 to present); Editorial Board,  Osgoode Hall Law Journal 
(2001 to present); Canadian Journal of Family Law (1979-81 and 2005 to present); Australian Journal 
of Law and Society (1982 to present); Canadian Journal of Women and the Law (1988 - 1989, and 2002-
2009); Inaugural Board, Canadian Journal of Legal Education (2005 to present); Advisory Boards, 
Canadian Journal of Women and the Law (1985-88); and Journal of Law and Social Policy (1985 - 
1990); Book Review Collective, Canadian Journal of Women and the Law, 2010 to present.  

 
Organizing committee for Symposium “Celebrating Community Legal Clinics” (2009); Advisory 
Group to the Minister of Community and Social Services on New Social Assistance Legislation (1990); 
Chair, CBAO Committee on Bill 42 (re Activities of Paralegal Agents (1986-88); Board of Directors: 
Vanier Institute of the Family (1988-91; Executive 1989-90); Board of Directors: Metro Toronto Action 
Committee on Violence Against Women and Children (1986-89) and Advocacy Centre for the Elderly 
(1987-1990); Advisory Committee to Minister of Health, Psychiatric Patient Advocacy Program (1986 
to 1997; Chair 1987-88); Advisory Committee, Ontario Task Force on Paralegals, (1988-90); Special 
consultant to the Legal Issues Group of the Social Assistance Review Committee (1986-87); Executive, 
Jane-Finch Community Legal Services (1983-85); Executive, Canadian Association of Law Teachers 
(1984-85 and 1986-87). 

  
Consultant, External Appraisal of Faculty of Law (University of Manitoba, 1991) and Graduate Law 
Program (Carleton University, 1989);  Member, L.S.U.C. Committee on Women in the Profession 
(1988-1991) and CBAO Committee on Gender Issues (1990-1991); External member, Queen's 
University Decanal Search Committee (Faculty of Law, 1986); and Advisory Committee on 
Cooperative Legal Education, Queen's Faculty of Law; L.S.U.C. Advisory Committee on Real Property 
(1985-88); L.S.U.C. Committee on Research and Future Planning (1987-1989); York University Joint 
Committee on Affirmative Action (1985-87); Advisory Committee, Barbara Betcherman Memorial 
Fund (1985-89 and 1996 to 2005); Osgoode representative to CBAO and CALT (1996-98); Member, 
Charter of Rights Education Fund; Canadian Bar Association; National Association of Women and the 
Law; Bar Association of N.S.W.; Canadian Association of Law Teachers; Canadian Law and Society 
Association; Bloor Street United Church. 

 
Conference planning: Touchstones II: Workshop on Equality in the Legal Profession (CBA, November 
1995); Feminist Analysis: Challenging Law and Legal Processes for Canadian Bar Association-Ontario 
Annual Institute (January 1992); Gender Issues and Canadian Law Schools for Council of Deans (1991); 
L.S.U.C. Conference on Women Lawyers (1986 and 1989); Canadian Law and Society Conference 
(1988); L.S.U.C. Conference on "Cutting Edge Arguments for the Family Law Practitioner" (1987 and 
1988); L.S.U.C. Conference on Equality (1985); CALT Annual Meeting Plenary Sessions (1985, with 
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Prof. Pierre Blache); O.H.L.S. Conference on Feminist Legal Theory (1984); CALT Clinical Legal 
Education Conference (1978). 

 
Appraisals for SSHRC and other funding applications (almost annually); and reviews re faculty 
promotion and tenure applications in Canada and elsewhere (one or two annually). 

 
Barrister, Appeal to Privy Council from N.S.W. Supreme Court (1978); Chair, Tribunal under Ontario 
Human Rights Code (re J. Pocock), 1979. 

 
Australia (1972-1977): 
 

Steering Committee, Aboriginal Legal Service, Council for Civil Liberties, Law and Society Course 
(School of Sociology, U.N.S.W.); Advisor, Australian Legal Aid Office, Social Security Appeals 
Tribunal; Associate member, Advisory Council on Social Security/Social Welfare; Coordinator, 
U.N.S.W. Law Faculty submissions to Enquiry into Legal Education, N.S.W.; Convener, Conference 
on Legal Services, N.S.W. 1975. 

 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Feminism and Law 
 

“Exploring the Human Rights Complaint at Osgoode Hall Law School, 1987” for seminar on Gender 
and Legal Authority, ANU College of Law, Canberra Australia, October 2017; “Gender and 
Professionalization Projects: Rethinking Stories of Early Women Lawyers” (Berkshire Women’s 
History Conference, Toronto 2014); “Introducing Reconsidering Knowledge: Feminism and the 
Academy” (York University, 2012); “Celebrating the Women’s Law Association of Ontario’s 90th 
Anniversary”, Toronto 2009; “Feminist Approaches to Legal History,” Australian National University, 
March 2009; “Le Féminisme and Professionalism in Law: Reflections on the History of Women 
Lawyers” for the 25th anniversary conference of Feminist Legal Theory, Emory University, Atlanta Ga, 
November 2008; “Gender and Professionalism in Law: The Challenge of Biography” for Memorial 
Conference in honour of Rose Voyvodic, Windsor, September 2008; “Telling Feminist Stories: Human 
Rights at Osgoode” for Women’s Caucus, Osgoode Hall Law School, 2007; “Re-Thinking Equality and 
the Experiences of the First Women Lawyers” for Re-Thinking Gender Equality Symposium, Onati 
2006; “Feminism and the Law: Challenges and Choices”: for the Conférence Marlène Cano, University 
of Ottawa 1998; Keynote Speaker: "Gender Issues in Teaching Method" for Legal Education 
Conference, Canberra, Australia 1995; "The Use of Non Discriminatory Language in Law", 
International Bar Association, New Orleans 1993; "Feminism and Legal Method",  
Columbia Law School 1993; Feminist Analysis and Charter Litigation in Canada", Columbia Law 
School and Hofstra Law School 1992; Chair, "Feminist Analysis: Challenging Law and Legal 
Processes" for CBAO Annual Institute 1992; "Celebrating a New Direction in Graduate Legal Studies," 
Carleton University: 1991; "Feminist Jurisprudence", Conference on Droit et Femmes, Université de 
Montreal 1991; "Interrogating the Law: Feminism in Law and in Research", York University 1990; 
Royal Society of Canada Seminar, Victoria 1990; Theme Lecturer, University of Saskatchewan College 
of Law 1989; Newfoundland Women's Network, St. John's 1989; 75th Anniversary Celebrations, 
University of Manitoba Law School 1989; Conference of Senior Women Academic Administrators of 
Canada 1989; Keynote Speaker, Ideals and Realities Conference, Kingston 1988; Commentator, 
Toronto Women's Studies Colloquium 1987; Keynote Speaker, Feminist Legal Issues Conference, 
Sydney Australia 1986; Conference on Feminist Legal Theory, Wisconsin 1986; Faculty Seminar at 
Queen's University 1987 and La Trobe University 1986; "Sexual Equality and University Sport" for 
York University Symposium 1986; Osgoode Hall Law School Conference on Women and the Charter 
1985; Y.W.C.A. and C.C.L.A. Symposium on Women and the Charter 1985. 
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Women Lawyers and the Legal Profession 
 

“Gender and Legal Professionalism,” faculty seminar, University of New South Wales, Sydney 
Australia, Sepember 2017; “Reflections on Researching the First Women Lawyers,” Keynote 
presentation at inaugural workshop on First Women Lawyers in Great Britain and the Empire, 
London UK, 2015; “Pioneer Women Lawyers: Ellen Spencer Mussey and Emma Gillett at the 
NCW Meeting in Toronto 1909” for Washington College of Law, American University 2014 
(paper presented in absentia); “Women Lawyers and the Women’s Equality Movements” for 
Social Science and History Assoc, Vancouver 2012; “Grata Flos Greig and Women in the Legal 
Profession,” the Allan Hope Southey Memorial Lecture, Melbourne University Law School, 
March 2009; “Ideas about Women and Judging,” Australian National University, March 2009; 
“Women and the Legal Profession beyond the USA” for 100th Anniversary of the Portia Law 
School, New England Law Boston, February 2009; “The First Women Lawyers: A 
Comparative Study of Gender, Law and the Legal Professions” for Haar Recht: Vrouwe Justitia 
Feministisch Bekeken, Brussels, April 2008; “Telling the Story of Cornelia Sorabji: 
Connecting Law, Gender and Biography” for the Center for South Asia, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, 2008; “Gender Equality and Legal Professionalism: Stories of the First 
Women Lawyers” for International Association of Women Judges and the National Judicial 
Institute Conference, Toronto, November 2007; “Gender Equality and Professionalism” for 
Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa 2007; “A Barrister, Women Lawyers, His Life and Their 
Letters” for Graduate seminar, Carleton University, 2007; “‘New Questions’ about Women’s 
Access to the Legal Professions,” the Ethel Benjamin Commemorative Address, Dunedin, New 
Zealand, 2007; “The First Women Lawyers” for the Law Society of Upper Canada, 2007; 
“‘Piecemeal Progress and Circumscribed Success’: The First Women Lawyers” for  Women’s 
Law Assoc Ontario and Ont Bar Assoc (Feminist Legal Analysis Section), 2007; “‘Piecemeal 
Progress and Circumscribed Success’: Reflections on Researching the First Women Lawyers,” 
the Walter L Gordon Lecture, York University, 2006; “The First Women Lawyers and the 
Legal Professions” for McCarthy Tetrault Women’s Network, 2006; “Women Lawyers of the 
19th Century: Gender, Law and the Legal Professions” for European Social Science History 
Conference, Amsterdam, and University of Maastricht, March 2006; “Serendipity and Legal 
Research: Re(Discovering) Louis Frank” and “Gender and Professionalism: A Case Study of 
the First Women Lawyers” for Distinguished Women Scholars Programme, University of 
Victoria, February 2004; “Justice, Technocentrism and the Struggle for Hope”, a comment on 
the Viscount Bennett Lecture, UNB Law School, 2000; “Engendering the Legal Profession: 
The Education Strategy” for Workshop of the International Institute for the Sociology of Law, 
Onati Spain (1999); “Portia’s Progress: 100 Years of Women in Law” for York University 
Premier Lecture Series, 1997; “Education about Human Rights as a Strategy for Change in the 
Legal Profession” for CBA National Workshop on Equality 1995; Faculty Seminar, Queen’s  
University 1996; CBAO Annual Institute 1996; Faculty Seminar, University of Ottawa 1995; 
Chet Mitchell Memorial Lecture, Carleton University 1995; and Workshop for Women 
Lawyers, Ottawa 1995; "Women Lawyers and Law Reform" for CBAO Feminist Legal Analysis 
Section 1994; "Work and Family in the Legal Profession" for the CBA Task Force National 
Conference on Gender Equality 1992, and faculty seminars: University of Manchester and 
University of Kent, Canterbury 1993; "Gender Bias and the Legal Profession" for Research 
Consultation, Simon Fraser University 1991 (paper presented in absentia); Women MBA's 
Association Meeting1990; Women's Law Association, London 1989; 13th Annual Clara Brett 
Martin Dinner, Vancouver 1988; Women's Studies Guest Lecture, Trent University 1989; 
Guest lecture, Dalhousie Law School 1989; ABA Panel on Women Lawyers 1988; Theoria 
Seminars, University of Windsor 1988; Hamilton and District Council of Women, Conference 
on Women and Politics, Hamilton 1988; CBAO Annual Institute 1988; York University Law 
and Society Seminar 1988; Delta Kappa Gamma Society Annual Meeting, St. Catharine's 1988; 
Australian Law and Society Conference on Law and Gender, Sydney,1987; Faculty Seminars: 
University of Ottawa 1987 and Carleton University 1987; Clara Brett Martin Lecture, 
University of Toronto 1987; Canadian Law and Society Conference 1987; Bi-ennial 
Conference of National Association of Women and the Law 1987; L.S.U.C. Continuing Legal 
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Education Programme 1986; Federation of Law Societies' Conference on Legal Education 
1985.  

Access to Justice and Legal Services 
 

Panel concerning the early history of community legal clinics in Ontario for AGM, Association of 
Community Legal Clinics in Ontario, May 2018; Keynote presentation for 35th anniversary celebration, 
Community Legal Clinic, Belleville Ontario, 2015; “Presentations on the GTA Vision Report for 
Community Legal Clinics” (Town Hall meeting, September 2015; Osgoode Symposium on 
“Community,” September 2014; Osgoode Consultation with PCLS students, October 2014; Downsview 
Community Legal Clinic community meeting and consultation with Board of Directors, both in 
November 2014; Toronto Community Legal Clinic Conference, January 2015; Central East Community 
Legal Clinics consultation, Kingston February 2015; and Kensington Bellwoods Board and Staff 
Àdvance, June 2015); “Reflections on the History of Community Legal Clinics” for 40th anniversary of 
Neighbourhood Legal Services, Toronto 2014”; “‘Friends’ and Community Legal Clinics in Ontario” 
for Association of Community Legal Clinics, Toronto, May 2013; “Putting the ‘Community’ back into 
Community Legal Clinics” for Association of Community Legal Clinics, Toronto, May 2010; “The 
Role of Community Legal Clinics and A Systemic Approach to Legal Aid Priorities” for Symposium 
on Community Clinics, Toronto, November 2009; “Priorities for Legal Aid” for Association of 
Community Legal Clinics, Toronto, May 2009, and Legal Aid Ontario, January 2009; “Critical 
Approaches to Property in the First Year Curriculum” for Faculty of Law, University of British 
Columbia, October 2003; “Access to Justice and Substantive Equality: the Legacy of Justice L’Heureux-
Dubé” for Workshop on “Adding Feminism to Law,” Ottawa 2002, and for Ontario Bar Association 
Symposium in honour of Justice L’Heureux-Dubé, Toronto 2002; “Gender Equality and Lawyers’ 
Work: Education as a Strategy for Change in the Legal Profession?” for W. G. Hart Workshop, Institute 
for Advanced Legal Studies, London U.K. June 2001; “(Re) Forming Justice: Needs, Rights and 
Processes” for Canadian Law and Society Association, Quebec 2001; “New Developments in Legal 
Services in Canada” for Conference of Prepaid Legal Service Groups, Vancouver 2000; “Women and 
Access to Justice: Canada and Japan” for Research Seminar, Kobe University, Japan 1997; "Gender 
Equality and Constitutional Litigation" for Workshop on South African Constitution, Cardiff U.K., 
1995; "Gender and Legal Aid Services", Centre for Socio-Legal Studies Oxford, and University of 
Keele 1993; Conference on Women and Constitutional Reform 1991; Tenth Anniversary Conference 
of Windsor Yearbook of Access to Justice 1991; First Annual Conference of Ontario Boards and 
Agencies 1989; National Meeting on Social Justice and the Law 1989; National Conference on Access 
to Civil Justice 1988; "Bill 42 and the Role of Paralegals," for Durham College Conference on 
Paralegals, 1987; CBA Young Lawyers Forum on Paralegals, 1987; CBA International Symposium on 
Legal Aid, 1985; St. Lawrence College Forum on Paralegals, 1984; Annual Meetings of Durham 
Community Legal Services, 1986, Legal Assistance Kent, 1984, Flemingdon Community Legal 
Services,1983, Jane-Finch Community Legal Services, 1983. 

 
Family Law and Social Security 
 

“Families, Property and ‘Family Property’” for Australian Property Law Teachers conference, Perth 
Australia: September 2017; “Rethinking Critical Approaches to Teaching Family Law” for Canadian 
Assoc of Law Teachers meeting, Victoria BC: 2017; “Family Law and the University” for Family Law 
Student Association, Toronto, Fall 2012; “The Family and the Individual” for Conference on the Legacy 
of Justice L’Heureux-Dubé, Laval University, March 2003; “Families and Democracy in Canada: A 
Comparison” for the Workshop on Families and Democracy, Hofstra University, March 2003; and for 
Canadian Association of Law Teachers meeting, Halifax: May 2003; “Access to Justice in Family Law 
Matters” for National Association of Women and the Law conference, Ottawa, 2002; “Family Law 
Policy and Same-Sex Families” for Workshop on Domestic Partnerships, Queen’s University, 1999; 
Seminars on Equality and Definitions of Family, Aix en Provence, France 1998; “Update on Child 
Support Guidelines” for NAWL Biennial Conference, Halifax 1997; “Child Support Guidelines: Re-
Thinking the ‘Public’ and ‘Private’ in Family Law”: Viscount Bennett Lecture, UNB Law School 1996; 
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"The Paradox of Family Law Reform": Horace E. Read Memorial Lecture, Dalhousie Law School 1993; 
"Family Law Reform" for CBAO Feminist Legal Analysis Section (1993); "The Family in the Work of 
Justice Wilson" for Conference on Justice Wilson: The Democratic Intellect (paper presented in 
absentia) Dalhousie Law School 1991, and faculty seminar, Sydney Law School, 1992; "Women and 
the Canadian State", Ottawa 1990; Annie Macdonald Langstaff Lecture, McGill University 1990; 
Visiting Woman Scholar Public Lecture and Faculty Seminar, Queen's University 1990; Osgoode Hall 
Law School Annual Lectures 1988; "Family Law and Women," for Queen's University Special Lecture 
1987; Faculty Seminars at University of N.S.W. 1986, Macquarie University 1986, University of 
Sydney 1986, and Australian Institute of Family Studies 1986; Conference of Women's Perspective 
Advisory Committee on the new Family Law Act 1986; Conference of Provincial Court Judges 1986; 
Vanier Institute of the Family 20th Anniversary Conference 1985.  
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